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could use whatever funds it possessed in-
stead of giving them hack to the poultry
farmers, was a bit dangerous. Surprise has
been expressed by some of the poultry
farmers that the other portions of the Bill
are necessary, because they all thought they
were paying the levy on the marketing of
eggs, end some were of the opinion that
they would all honour their obligations under
the permit system. H Dwever, there must
have been some leakage with regard to levy
paying in the case -of some people, and I
therefore have no objection to that part of
the Bill. I do not think the poultry farm-
ers have ever received anything back out
of the levies they -have paid and in view
of that fact I see no reason why that pro-
visiokn should not be tightenea up.

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
They have received it back indirectly.

lion. E. H. GRAY: Does the Honorary
Mliniter nionn through the eonfrolling of
the market price, and so on?

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture:
Yes, and the administration.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: But there has been
no money refunded tq the poultry farmers?

The Honorary Minister for Agriculture;
No.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: I have therefore no
objetion to that part of the measure. My
first impression was that this would be a
dangerous power to place in the hands of
the board, hiut I have been assnred that there
is no objection to th 'e money being used in
the interests of the poultry farmers as out-
lined by the Minister. I support the second
reading.

On motion by Hon. A. L. Loton, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMET-SPECIAL,

THE CHiEIF SECRETARY (Hon. H.
S. IV. Parker-MIetropolitan-Suburban):- I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn till
2.15 p.m. on Tuesday, the 12th July.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 2.32 p.m.

CJhi42 it Aeszublw
Wednesday, 5th July, 1949.
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QUESTIONS.

FRUIT INDUSTRY.
As to White Wood Cases and Wrapping

Papers.

Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) What is the cost price of imported
wrapping papers for packing fruit for the
1948-49 season?

(2) W~y are whitewood eases and wrap-
ping papers handed over to private firms for
sale to growers at a prbfit?

(3) Could they not be distributed direct
through the Apple and Pear Board?

(4) Is the cost of arranging the impoorta-
tion of these articles borne by the Apple
and Pear Board?

(5) How many members of the market-.
ing board have a financial interest in the
firms selling these articles to the growers?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Tissue wraps, £102 s. per -ton, ci.

and e., Fremantle; oiled wraps, £157 9s. Id.
per ton c.i.f. and e., Fremautle.

(2) The board is a marketing authority
and has no facilities throughout the fruit-
growing district for the storage, handling
and distribution of goods. When acquisition
'was establish4a it was laid down that in-
duskry facilities should be used wherever
possible. This has been done and all mar-
gins for distributing services were approved
after proper investigation. Wbite-wood caues
rrs distributed in conjunction with local cut
redwoods, the latter being necessarily dis-
trib 'uted by those firma. It would be im-
practical to attemnpt any other method. The
board has neither the desire nor the author-
ity to advance to individual growers the
costs of their estimated requirements of
materials.

,(3) Answered by (2).
J4) The Commonwealth Government

agreed to provide certain finance in Western
Australia and Tasmania to assist in entsur-
ing the importation of certain materials,
obfly as a temporary measure and to meet
exceptional circumstances existing. This in-
volved the importation of a large quantity
of whitewood eases (at high cost) and wrap-
ping paper.n

Progressive reimbursement has been made
to the Commonwealth as quantities were
drawn from stock.

Cases: The purchase of the eases was
taken up by the board which arranged for
their sale to growers by distributors in
accordance with plans and conditioni, prices
and margins, laid down by the board. The
margin allowed was approximately 2/L per
tent.

Paper: The importation of fruit wraps
was effected by distributors with board ap-
proval end distribution was subject to board
direction. Distributors' margin was as de-
termined by the Prices Commissioner.

In both instances, distributors accepted
the del erodere risk.

(5) (a) It is believed that no member of
the marketing board holds any shares in
any organisation concerned.

(b) It is thought that the four grower
members and one other member of the State
board will have shares in grower co-oper-
ative companies concerned in distribution.

NORTH-WEST SHIPPING SERVICE.

As to Permit to Blue Faunnel Line.
Mr. RODOREDA. asked the Minister for

the North-West:
As Nortb-Westers believe their shipping

service for the past few years has been the
wonst in history, wjll the Government re-
commend that an. open permit to trade on
the coast be granted to the Blue Funnel line
until State ships are able to cope effectively
with cargoes and passengers offering?

The MINISTER replied!
The equivalent of such a permit has been

in operation for the past 10 years. The
Blue' Funnel line has bean requested to
make available as much space as possible
for the North-West. There is 40 tons of
space on a Blue Funnel vessel available to-
day for Point Samson from which1 no cargo
is offering.

EDUCATION.

As to South Kalgoorlie School
Accommodation,

Mr. MeCULLOCH asked the Minister for
Education:'

(1) -Is he aware that the accommodation
for pupils at the South Kalgoorlie State
School is totally inadequate to cope with
the number of scholars attending that school;
also, does, he not consider that to have 68
scholars in a 24ft. by 24ft. classroom is
detrimental to health and teaching?
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(2) Will -he take the necessary action to
ascertain that at least one other classroom
is established at the above school -which will
-obviate the necessity of children being taught
in a former wash and hat room, with a badly
'broken concrete floor where Stagnant water
aecumulatest

(3.) Will be give favourable consideration
to the installation of a 'septic system at the
South Kalgoorlie State Sehooll

The -MINISTER replied:
(1) No. Since it was last inspected by

the 'District Inspector the enrolment at the
South Kalgoorlie School has increased by
six only; on that occasion the acommoda-
-tion was found to be adequate.v-

(b) No, not detrimental to health and
teahing, but undesirable; nor is the neces-
#sity for accommodating a class of §8 in a
24'ft. -by Q4ft. classroom acknowledged.

'(2) 'The matter of requiring children to
be -aceommodated in -a wash-ihntroom will tbe
investigated imediately:

(I) -Conieration is being given to the
'matter of installing -a septic system at the
school; three bores have already been put
'down but suitable strata -for effluent dis-
'pose1 'has not 'been located. -Further bores
-are being put down in the hope of 'locating
a bed of wash said to 'be in 'the vicinity.

WSBIIWERS' CQ0hPENSATION.

As to Liability for Tuberoislous Miners.

Mr. MeCULLOGH aaled the Minist* for
Education: ,

(d) IS tuberculosis with silieosis ii com-
pensable disease under the Workers' Corn-
peniation Act Amendment Act, t1948, imao-
far ais mine workers are concerned?

(2) rls any liability accepted under the
above-mentioned Act for the condition of
tuberculosis of a mine worker who has been
prohibited from wvorking in and about a
miine after many years' service as a mine
worker?

(3) If liability is accepted only for the
percentage of early silicosis disability, what
ii the amount of tbe total liability of this
disability under the same Act?

(41 If the answers to (1) and (2) hereof
should be in the negative, will he give
immediate favourable consideration to
further amending the said Act, to provide
the workers suffering from tuberculosis

with or without silicosis and Who are Sub-
sequently declared "rprohibited miners" shall
be paid total liability under the Workers'
Compensation Act Amendment Act, 19481

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) If the condition is due to the nature

of the employment, compensation is payable
should a claim be Made within a Period Of
three years of the date of disablement.

(3) A percentage of £1,250 proportion-
ate to the degree of incapacity.

(4) Answered by (1) and (2).

4 -RAIWAYS.
(a )As to Late Running of Kalgoorlie

Express.
Mr. McCILLOCH asked the M1inister for

Railways:
(1) Is he aware that owing to the res-

trdnchment and temporary supension of 50
per cent. of the loading staff at the Perth
'Central railwafy station, on Thursday, ;the
30th June, 1949, the Kalgoorlie express ex-
Perth was 45 minutes behind its Scheduled
dqpartuxe time, which wa6 partly r7esponsible
for the so-called ezpress reaching Kalgoorlie
exactly five hours -late on Friday, the 1st -

July, 1949?
(2) Will he take the necessary steps to

ascertain 'that aufficient -railway employees
are zetained on duty adequately to cope
with the reduced services now being made
available to the travelling public owing to2
-the present -coal shortage?

The MVINISTER replied:

(1) No. The la te dqparturc a-Perth was
due to unexpected late receipt of exception-
ally heavy parcels traffic, absence of electric
lighbting and power for station lift-s. Time
lost en route was attributable chiefly to de-
fective engine power.

(2) Staff position is reviewed daily and
augmented as necessary.

(b) As to Midland Junction Workshops
canteen.

Mr. GRAHA M asked the Minister for
'Housing:

(1) When is it intended that work will
commence on the construction of a canteen
at Midland Junction Workshops reported
to be built at a cost of V27,0001
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(2) What quantity of
(a) bricks
(hi cement;
(c) timber;
(d) asbestos;
(e) galvariised iron

is it estimated will be used on the project?

The 'MINISTER replied:

The Minister for Rail ways advises'Ine as
f ollows.

(1) Contract which has not yet been
signed, pirovides for commencement of work
within' three weeks of date of signingY

(2) Estimated quantities of materials to
be used-

(a) Bricks, 95,500.
(b) Cement, 1,000 bags.
(c) Timber, (sawn, including weather-

boards and flooring but excluding joinery)
33,500 super feet.

(d) Asbestos, 80 square yards.
(P) Galvanised iron, 15 ewt.

LOCAL GOVERNMNENT LEGISLATION.

As to Personnel of Committee of lnquiiry.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Local Government:

(1) Who were the local government
representatives on the committee which
made recommendations to the Government
in connection with the Local Government
B:11

(2) 'Did they officially represent Local
Government Assoeiationsq

(3) If so,"which Association did each
member officially represent?

The 'MINISTER replied:

(1) 'Mr. W. E. Stockdale, Secretary of
Perth Road Bo ard. Mr. P. Payne, Ma1yor
of Bunbury. Mr. MeL. Green, Town Clerk,
City of Perth, (later replaced by Mr. Gibbon,
Tow n Clerk of Guildford.) Mr. L. rf.
Latham, Town Clerk, City of Fremantle.

(2) Yes.
(3) Road Board Association of W.A.;

Country 'Municipal Councils' Association;
Local Government Association; Local Gov-
erning Bodies Officers' Association, respec-
tively.

I should like to add that I feel sure I gave
tin answer to this question on the second
reading of the -Bill.

BUILDING SUPPLIES.

As to Permits for Timber.

M1r. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) What permits were given by the
Housing Commission for years ended June,
1947, 1948 and J 949 for building timbers-

(a) Jarrah;
(b) Warni;
(c) Pinewood;
(d) Other;

for
(i) Rental homes;
(i i) Private contractors building new

homes;
(iii) Repairs and renovations;
kivl) State and Federal public works?

(2) Howv many super feet of timber were
used in the average home built by-

(a) Housing Commission;
(b) Private contractors?

Thet MAINISTER replied:

(1) Information not available.
.(2) (a) and (b)-
Two bedroom, brick (excluding fenc-
ing), 4,030 super feet; two bedroom, tim-
ber (excluding fencing), 6,710 super feet;
three bedroom, brick (excluding fenc-
ing) 4,0960 super feet; three bedroom,
timber (excluding fencing) 7,940 super
feet.

LAND SALES CONTROL.

(a) As to Blackmarkatiag, Residential
Properties.

Hon. F. J. S. .WISE asked the Minister
for Lands:

Upon what evidence dloes he base his
statement that the number of black mnarket
tranactin,.; iu resident ial properties does
not exceed five per cent.?

IThe MINISTER replied:

Upon information available. Since the tak-
ing over of the administration of the Land
Sales Control *Act, only three letters have
been received alleging- "black market" trans-
actions. In 'io ease Was sificient evidence
obtained to support a prosecution. There
have been a few instances where verbal
statements have been made to departmental
officers, but the persons concerned dlid not
supply any information that would enable
evidence to .be obtained to support a ease.
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(b) As to Contraventions of Act.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Attorney
General:

(1) How many cases have been referred
to him either direct from the .Lancl Sales
Controller or the Minister for Lands sug-
gesting investigation because of contraven-
tion of the Land Sales Control Act?

(2) Has he given the written consent
necessary to institute proceeding§ against
such offenees?

(3) If not, why not?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) No ease has been referred to me by

the Land Sales Controller and only one
case by the Minister for Lands.

(2) No.
(1) In the case referred to above, the

alleged offence took place eleven months
before the case was referred to me, aind
therefore five months after the time, within
which any proceedintzs by the Crown could
have been instituted.

LIME DEPOSITS.

As to Keonom (sing in Cement Costs.

Mr1% KELLY asked the Minister for In-
dn4trial Development:

(1) Has; the'Goverument investigate the
lime deposits in the South-West aind else-
where, and with what results?

(2) Have the findings resulted in the
manufacture of greater quantities of
cement, and the elimination of double and
triple handling of coal and cement?

The 'MINISTER replied.:
(1) Yes. resuilts satisfactory for iroa,

steel, cement and lime brick production.
(2) XN; hut efforts are being continued

to further the production of cement at a
suitablie location in the South-West.

STATE ELECTRICITY COMMIUSSTIN.

As to Staff Leave and Salary Increases.

Mr. 911EARN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Is it a fact that1 whereas members of
the staff of the State Electricity Commis-
sion were granted longZ service leave privi-
Iles as from the 20th fled'ember, 1948,
their salary increases 'were approved only
ais fromn the 1st July, 19499

(2) If so, will he state the reason for
the apparent differentiation in principle?

The MINISTER replied:
*(1) No.

(2) Answered by (1).

TRAFFIC FEES.

As to Distribution. Amongst Local
Authorities.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Transport:

(1) What are the total amounts of-
(a) Omnibus license fees;
(b) Commercial goods vehicle license

fees
which arc available for distribution
among authorities responsible for the
maintenance of roads in respect of the
finuncial year ended the 30th June, 1949?
(2) "What are the causes of the very sub-

stantial reductions in the amounts 'compared
with last year?

(3) What amounts have been distributed
in respect of the year 1949 to the 3fosman
Park Road Board, Peppermint Grove Road
Board, Cottesloe, North Fremantlc and East
Fremantle 2 1unieipal Councils?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Amounts available from the Trans-

port Co-ordination Fund for 1948-49 were-
(a) Omnibus license fees £23,421

16s. Rd.;
(b) Commercial goods vehicle license

fees £5,209 12s. 8d.
(2) The above-mentioned amounts are
subtatialyhigher than for 1947-48.

(3) Uosman Park Road Board,
£16 10s. lid.; Peppernint Grove Road
Board, £2 7s. 1d.; Cottesloe Municipal
Council, £285 14s. 3d.; North Fremantle
Municipal Concil, £1 fs& 3d.: East Fre-
mantle M1unicipal Council, £141 12s. 11d.

Hon. J1. T. Tonkin': Mostuan Park is down
about 70 per cent.

BOYS' HOSTEL, BL"NBL'RY.

As to Goernment Expenditure.

Hon. 3. T. TO.NKIN asked the Minister
for Education:

What amount was expended by the Grov-
ernment on the Fresh Air League building
ait Bunhury for the Purpose of rendering it
fit for use as a boys' ltostelI
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The MINISTER replied:

Purchase of building £500; renovation and
alteration, £4,560.

ROAD GRANTS.

As to Assistance to Local Authorities.

Mr. KELLY (without notice) asked the
Minister for Works:

Other than money allocated by the Com-
mnonwealth Government by way of road
grants, what monetary assistance has been
made available to local governing authorities
during the present financial year for the
construction of roads in the country?

The MINISTER replied:

I did not anticipate that this question
would be asked today but, speaking from
memory, I can inform the hon, member that
other than advances for roadmaking purposes
by the "Main Roads Department, there has
been no expenditure by any other Govern-
ment department. I do recall now that the
hon. member reminded me of this question.

SITTING HOURS.

As to Notice to Members.

.Mr. GRAHAM (without notice) asked the
Premier:

Wi]I he, in order to avoid embarrassment
and inconvenience to members and their con-
stituents in the future, endeavour to make
arrangements for members to be advised as
early as possible of any alterations in the
usujal sitting times of the House?

With your indulgence, Mir. Speaker, I
would like to explain that yesterday, in the
expectation that the usual sitting times
Would be observed, I made arrangements for
a Aeputation to wait on me at the House at
8 p.m. The House having adjourned, and
in deference to the staff who could hardly
be expected to remain for the convenience of
one member, it was necessary to Abandon the
interview. Owing to the late hour at which
knowlege of the Government's plans was
acquired, it was impossible to cancel the
arrangement. notwithistanding a special car
tnip in an endeavour to advise the people
concerned,

The PREMIER replied:

Yes, I shall endeavour to do tbat.

BILLS (7)-FIRST READING.

1, Government Employees (Promotions
Appeal Board) Act Amendment.

2, Public Service Appeal Board Act
Amendment (No. 2).

3, Rural and Industries Bank Act Amend-
ment.

Introduced hy the Minister for Lands.
4, Water Boards Act Amendment.
5, Rights in Water and Irrigation Act;

Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Water

Supply.
6, Acts Amendment -(Increase in Num-

ber of Judges of the Supreme
Court).

7, Administration Act Amendment
(No. 2).

Introduced by the Attorney General.

BILLS (3)-TRIED READING.

1, Marketing of Barley Act Amendment
(Continuance).

2Charitable Collections Act Amendment.
3, Plant Diseases Act Amendment

(No, 2).
.Pa-S.scj

MOTION-STATE ARBITRATION
COURT.

As to Declaring Basic Wage.

MR. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [5.0]: 1 more-
That in the opiaion of this House, Section

12Y1 of the Industrial Arbitration Act, 1912-
1948, should, in all the cirentanpes, be
amended to enable the court to declare a basic
wage to take effect forthwith, after due in-
quiry, in the event of the Commonwealth
Arbitration Court increasing the Common-
wealth baic wage before the 1st July, 1950.

In submitting thi motion for the consid-
eration of nicinbers, I desire briefly to refer-
to the history of the determination of the
basic wage both from the Federal and the
State points of view, Th., principle of
a bici wage. so far as I can ascertain,
was fl~st enunciated by Sir Samuel Griflfit,
the then Premier of Queensland, as far
hack as 1890 and later on by Mr. Justice
Hey- don, of the New South Wales Arbitra-
tion Court. but it was not uintil 1907 that
the principle was established, and wve bave
to thank M.Justice Higgins for the first
declaration of what we know as the basic
wage.
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The .declaration was made by Mr. Justice
Higgins as a result of thi famous liearing
known as the Harvester case, so-called be-
cause it had relation to the employees of
the Sunshine Harvester Works. Actually,
the judgment was delivered on the 8th Nov-
ember, 1907. That decision was given by
Mr. Justice Higgins following a provision
in the Excise Tariff Act of 1900, which pro-
vided for a duty on agricultural implements
nless it could be shown that they were

produced in Australia under conditions of
labour that represented fair and reasonable
remuneration. What was fair and reason-
able bad to be determined by the Common-
wealth Court of Arbitration:'

After hearing the ease, Mr. Justice Hig-
gins gave an explanation of what he con-
sidered to be fair and reasonable. le was
reported to have said that the provision of
fair and reasonable -wages was obviously
designed for the benefit of employees in the
industry, and be could not think of any other
blaudard more appropriate than the normal
nevtds of the average employee regarded as
a human being living in a civilisecd conm-
munity. Substanutially that definition has
been written into Arbitration Acts throug1h-
out Australia. The result of that decision
was the establishment of the principle of
a hasic wage and, in 190-7, he determined
a basic wage of 7s. per day. That has since
been referred to as the Harvester. Judg-
ment or the Harvester basic wage.

Until 1913 the principle of the H1arvester
bas~ic wage was followed, but in that year
the court took notice of retail price index
figures compiled by the Commonwealth
Statistician for the previous year. To ob-
tin those figumres the statistician wvent back
to 19011 and took 1011 as the base. In prin-
ciple, nothing further transpired until 1922
when an application by the Gas Workers
Union was made to Mr. Justice Powers and
he awarded what became known as the
"Powers Three Shillings" because he be-,
lieved, on the evidence placed before him,
that in a, time of rising prices, the workers
should receive something over and above
the actual figures as disclosed by the
statistician so that they would enjoy to the
fullest extent the equivalent of the Bar-
VeslJer standard.

Nothing happeed as far as the Common-
wealth court was concerned in the direction,
of altering the regimen or basis until

1930. In that year the wages of workers
throughout the length and breadth of Aus-
tralia were reduced by the Commonwealth
Court of Arbitration and under financial
emergency legislation. In 1934, a Federal
basic wage inquiry was instituted. This
had the effect of slightly modifying the
Harvester standlard, which had prevailed
throughout the intervening years. In 1037
the Commonwealth court heard another ap-
plication by unions for an inetease in the
basic wage of about 12s. The court subse-
quently granted various amounts us boaa-
lags to the base varying from 4s. to 6s. and
these loadings were not adjustable in ac-
cordance with the cost of living figures.

In 1940--we have now reached the wat
period-a further application for an
increase was refused by the full Arbitra-
tion Court of the Commonwealth. The
unions sought an increase of the bapic wage
by raising the value of the base of 1,00-
the base of the "C'' series index upon
which the court series are based-from 81s.
to 100s. per week, and the abolition of the
prosperity loading, which would be incorp-
orated in the new basic wagt7 The war
intervened, the 'National Security Regula-
tions and concomitant regulations were in-
troduced in 11142, and from that time on
wages were pegged. Towards the end of
1946 , the unions made a further approach
to the court for an increase in the base and
as a result the court granted an increase of
is. per week. Incidentally the Federal
basic wage for Perth at present is £C6 per
week and the Commonwealth court at pre-
sent is hearing- a further application by
Federal organisations for an increase in the
basic rate. The inquiry is of- a comprehein-
sive nature and an effort ip being made to
liberalise the regimen which forms the
basis for the computation of the basic
wage, both Commonwealth and State.

Now I come to the history of the State
basic wage. Until 1925, the basis under
State determinations closely followed the
Harvester and Commonwealth standard.
Under the Industrial Arbitration Act of
1925, it became incumbent on the court
once a year to declare a basic wage by the
14th June to take effect jrgm the 1st July
following. In 1926, the first judgment
under this Act was delivered by M1r. Presi-
dent Dwyer. On looking up his judgment,
I find that he took the equivalent of the



,[6 JULY, 1949.) 337

1920 findings of the Basic Wage Coinmais-
sion-the Piddingtont Commission-for the
items of food, but reduced it to a family
-of two children and arrived at a figure of
£1I 16s. For clothing and miscellaneous,
including light and fuel, he t ook as a basis
the component figures of the New South
Wales basic wage, which were-food and
groceries, fl1 12s. 4d.; clothing and boots,
13s. 6d.; light and fuel, 4s. Id.; and mis-
cellaneous 13s. 3d. The figures adoptedi for
Western Australia were amended in accord-
ance with the index figures for the previous
.year and the following were arrived at:-

Food-U1 14s. 6d.
Clothing.-14s. 5d.
Misefllareous-16s. lid.

Mr. President Dwyer allowed £1 for rent
and finally arrived at a basic rate of £4 5s.
made up as follows:-

Food-El 16s. Od.
Rent-il 0s. Od.
Clothing-los. 6d.
Miacellancous-15s. 6d.

That was the first declaration in Western
Australia, and it represented an increase of
5s. a week on the minimum wage of 1925.
For 12 years that principle was followed,
and on appropriate occasions both em-
ployers and unions, through their advocates,
submitted cases to the court, but the only
alterations made were the annual adjust-
mnents, which applied up to 1930 or 1931t,
and then the Government of the day intro-
duced the principle of quarterly adjust-
mients, which have had effect ever since.
In 1938 a rather comprehensive inquiry was
conducted by the court and a further in-
emase of 5is. was granted as a result of tha*

inquiry. On the outbreak of war and the
introduction of the National Security Regu-
lations, the basis remained static except for
the variations in the cost of living index
figures as disclosed by the Statistician. When
'the Commonwealth court granted an in-
crease of 7s. at the end of 1946, the Western
Australian unions made an approach to the
State court and in February, 1947, the Pre-
sident declared an increase of 5is. in the
basic wage. He declined to grant the total
amount of the increase made by the Com-
monwealth Court. From that date up to
the present time the only alterations effected
wero those made in accordance with the cost
of living index figures.

The basic wage for Perth today, with the
variations I have kmentioned, is £6 7s. Id.,
as against the Commonwealth basic wage of
£6. It will be appreciated that the Western
Australian unions are very much concerned
as to what might happen if an increase
in the Commonwealth basic wage is granted
in the near future. The then* President of
the State Court, Judge Dunphy, decided,
when the parties were before him quite re-
cently in connection with the inquiry into and
the declaration of the basic wage to com.
mence from the 1st July of this year, that
he did not feel disposed to conduct a com-
prehensive inquiry because the Common-
wealth court was carrying out such an in-
quiry, and he therefore thought it better
for the parties to await the decision of that
court.

But here is the difficulty. Mr. President
Dunphy realised the constitutional aspect.
Under our Industrial Arbitration Act, there
is no constituttional jutrisdiction for tlie
State Arbitration Court to alter the basic
wage before the 1st July, 1950. For the
benefit of members, I shall read the relative
provisions of the Act. Part VII. deals withL
the basic wage. Section 123 reads--

(1) Before the fourteenth day of June in
every year the Court, of its own motion, shall
determine and declare-

(a) a basic wage to be paid to male and
female workers; and

(b) wherever or whenever necessary, differ-
ential basic rates to be paid iu special or de-
fined areas of the State.
Subsection 5 of the same section providps-

Subject to Section 127 the basic wage so
declared shall operate and have effect from
the first day of July thence next ensuing, and
shall remain in force until the thirtieth day of
June in the year following.
There can be no misunderstanding about
those provisions of our Act. I now propose
to quote briefly, for the benefit of mem-
bers, Mr. President Dunphy's judgment
when he declared the basic wage in June,
1947. He said-

On the 26th February last this Court, act-
ing under the extraordinary power of special
provisions of the National ecurity (Economic
Organisation) Regulations adjusted and
amended the basic wage for the metropolitan
area, the agricultural areas and the Goldflelds
areas by granting an increase of Os. per week.
The Court's order was made after a protracted
hearing when a volume of evidence was ati-
duced to inform the mind of the Court. If it
had not been for the special jurisdiction con-
te,.ed on the Court by the Commonwealth Re-
gulations above referred to no adjustment
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could have been made to the basic wage at
that time, and if the Court baa been obliged
to depend on existing State legislation, no such
adjustment could have been made until this
very moment. In effect, therefore, the regu-
lations brought the annual inquiry forward by
four months.

To indicate to members what the position
is today and how concerned the industrial
unions and their membership ithroughout
Western Australia are as to the position, I
All quote the first portion of Mr. President

Duaphy's declaration of the 13th day of
May, 1949-

Blefore the comm-encement of these proced-
Inge I suggested to the parties that in view
of unusual circumstances existing there should
be no general basic wage inquiry prior to the
14th Junec, 1949, but that the matter should
go over until alter the Australian wide exam-
ination about to be commenced by the Com-
manwealth Court of Arbitration. There. were
certain difficulties in the way which were ap-
parent to the tradie union movement and there
were possible constitutional obstacles which
mnight have prevented or at least obstructed a
full and complete case being presented to the
court.

After due consideration of this position, all
parties have agreed with my submission except
that the workers' party, through its advocate,
Mr. Chamberlain, it asked the Court to grant
, safeguard by aking an order which Will
bare the effect of implementing the decision
of the Federal Court if it is made prior to
the 14th Juno, 1950. Actually the decision not
to proceed with an inquiry prior to the 14th
June, 1949, is a wise one even on the facts
buownv to the parties, but there is certain
knowledge Ia my own possession which has not
been and cannot be disclosed to the parties
which indicates to me that a, full and complete
Inquiry wag a practical impossibility even if
the parties or any of them bad desired to
proceed.

With regard to iMr. Chamberlain's submis-
sion in relation to a safeguard, the Court has
no statutory power to tio anything but to hold

an inquiry each vwar if required, and by virtue
of the provisions of Section 123 (5) the de-
cision upon such inquiry can only take effect
from the lot day of July thence next ensuing.
Therefore, even if the parties were ready to
proceed in gay October, 1.049, and the decision
were given say in November, 1949, the bene-
li (if any) could not commence to become ef-
fective until lst July, 1950. There is no direct
statutory method of overcoming this situation.

The trade unions and their membership im
this State are naturally exceedingly Per-
turbed about what might bappen if, as a
result of the Commonwealth court's inquiry,
an increase in the basic wage is granted.
The tendency is for prices still to rise, de-
spite price-f sing control, and the unions in

this State are anxious that the obstaele,
which appears to be in their way at the
present time should be removed.

The Attorney General: They were given
some assurance by the court.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am glad of the fiter-
jection. The Attorney General anticipated
what I was about to say, namely, that it
might be contended that many employers
would be prepared to pay automatically any
increase in the basic wtge which the Comn-
monwealth court might award, so that the
margin in favour of the Western Australian
workers that has operated for many years
will continue. Members of the Government
may feel favourably disposed towards pay-
ing any increase in the basic wage, if
granlted; but there are many private em-
ployers who are not bound by the policy
of the Employers' Federation.

Even if the Employees' Federation were
to make it a matter of policy to pay the
increase automatically, there would be no
legal authority to compel private or indi-
vidual employers or companies to do so.
Apart from that, we can visuslise

,that if the State curt made its declaration
Without On 411adoMent to the Act, a position
could easily arise whome a private employer,
or a body of employers, could take lega
action to prevent the increase being granted
or to make the Arbitration Court's decisiony
invalid. I submit the motion to the House
because I believe it is one which is justifi-
able. I certainly do not think any
member of this Chamber would argue
seriously that there is no justification for it.

On motion by the Attorney Geoner-al, de-
bate adjourned.

MOTION-MINES R.EGULATION AOCT.

To Disallow Cerlain Underground and
Disedses Regulations.

MR,. MARSHALL (Murchison) [6.22]: 1
move-

That Regulations Nos. 172, 1731, 179, 182,
184, 186, 196, 187, 188, 199, 190, 192 (of Part
X); and No. 252 (of Part XIV) made under
the Mines Regulation Act, 1946, as published
in the "Government Gazette" on the 4th
April, 1949, and laid upon the Table of the
House on the 15th June, 1949, be, and are-
hereby, disallowed.

I would like members to give close atten-
tion to this motion because there are only-
a few of us who have bad a lengthy ex-
perience of the mining industry. I want
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members to understand that the motion is
not being moved with any desire to be hos-
tile to the present Government or the pre-
sent Minister for Mines. Nor is it being
moved for purposes of political expediency.
The desire to have these regulatons dis-
allowed is based entirely on a humanitarian
sentitient.

Throughout the history of the mining in-
dustry of Western Australia an intense
struggle has taken place to ensure that the
mines wvould be so ventilated and the sani-
tation kept in such a condition as to secure
for the unfortunate individual employed
therein every degree of security possible
front the health standpoint. Year in and
year out those aware of the deplorable con-
ditions which existed in the goldinining in-
dustry struggled to secure the enactment
of laws that would provide for mines to be
as well ventilated as it was possible fox
human hands to make them. Some little
progress has been made in this direction to
the extent that today the ventilation and
sanitation of our mines can be said to be
mud- improved in comparison with what
they were 50 years ago.

There are fei4 of us in this Assembly
who have not some knowledge of the coma:-
sal toll made upon the individuals working
in our goldinining inidustry over a period
of ninny years. Scores of young men have
gonc to an early grave. None lived to an
old age; and misery, anguish and poverty
have been imposed upon thousands of fami-
lies as a result of had ventilation and in-
-sanitary conditions in the mines. In past
years attention to ventilation never took
precedence over a policy of developing
mines for the production of payable ore.
This neglect has been particularly costly.

I will put it in other languag4. Every
mining company, when setting out to dle-
velop its mine for the purpose of ore pro-
duction establishes in a blueprint a system
of opening up and working the mine; but
rarely, side by side with that policy, is
any plan laid dowp' for proper ventilation.
It is true that some of the mines in recent
years have given closer attention to this
factor than was the case some years ago;
but still there is no definite policy of venti-
lotion side by side with the policy for the
development of a goldmining proposition.

In years gone by there was a complete
absence of any set policy for ventilation
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of mines, and companies were permitted to
carry on producing- payable ore until the
mines reached a phenomenal depth. Then,
when we became more exacting with the
laws we enacted, particularly the Alines
Regulation Act, and sought to have better
ventilation and sanitation provided, that
became an impracticability. We could not
do it. Had it been done, the mine concerned
would have had to close down simply be-
cause we had neglected years previously to
attend to the implementation of a policy
of correct ventilation of goidmines, or for
that matter of any metalliferous mines.

I do not want to labour the point con-
cerning the colossal amount of life lost and
the misery and suffering involved thereby
as a result of the absence of a policy of
correct ventilation and sanitation, but I
cannot stress the point too fully; and I feel
that any retrograde step, anything proposed
that would have a deleterious effect upon the
health of individuals employed under-
ground cannqt but meet with the disapproval
even of the present Minister for Mines. I say
quite frankly there will be no difficulty in
proving that the introduction df Diesel
mechanism to underground mining is not
necessary. Consequently I say that its intro-
duction in Western Australia will have none
other than a very bad effect upon the health
and efficiency of the miners; neither con it be
of any value to the mines because-those
who have had experience iii our goldinines
will know full well that what I say is true
-there is not a mine of any consequence
in tihs State that has not a plant to gener-
ate electricity, and each of those mines now
uses eleetr-ical apparatus for traction pur-
poses.

The mines have storage batteries which
are charged on the surface and then in-
stalled on the machines underground. That
is the traction effort wvhich is now commonly
used. It has no ill effect upon the men.
It is clean, it emits no gases, and its dis-
charge is not smoky or gasified such as
that from a Diesel or internal combustion

engine. The smaller mines, which are not
]-eady to be equipped with electricity for
generating light and power, do not go be-
yond manual lab6ur for these purposes. So
there is no necessity for the introduction
of internal combustion engines into thb min-
ing industry of Western Australia.
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If it could he shown that they would be
more economical-and they can never be
more economical than electricity-or could
he used where no other traction effort could
be utilised, or that they were of some value,
if only a minimum value, compared with
electricity, one would probably be forced
to concede that there may be some virtue
in their introouetion for underground work.
But I defy anry man, no matter how expert
he may be, to show that there is any real
justification, based upon logic, for their in-
troduction into the underground operations
of the mining industry in Western Austra-
lia.

All the regulations from No. 172 to No.
192 deal with * the introduction of Diesel
electric traction effort, underground. I have
made inquiries as to the necessity for this.
These aire new and have appeared

-. for the first time in the regulations
made under the -Mines Regulation Act.
When I made inquiries from those who may
be regarded as authorities, as to the neces-
sity for them, the only answer I could get
was, "Well, it is being practised now in
other countries.'' That does not seem to mue
to be a logical argument.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: They practise canni-
halism in some countries.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. When we look
into foreign countries-and I had no speci-
fic nation indicated to me-we find that
many employ coloured labour. I do not think
we pay the respect to those unfortunate
individuals that we should. Without any
other argumeiit, but simply because this has
become a practice in other countries, it is
suggested that we should permnit it to exist
in Western Australia, and to allow these
regulations to become law. .

Before I deal with the effects of internal
combustion engines, and in order to indicate
to this Chamber that even those who proposed
their introduction to the mining industry,
underground, were somewhat dubious, I will
show that all sorts of restrictions are em-
bodied in the regulations before permission
can he given to use these engines under-
ground. That clearly shows that the experts
are frightened of their introduction. The au-
thorities have the right to restrict them. This
might be used by the Minister as an argu-
ment for their introduction. Let me read for
the informantion of members, Regulation 172
which is as follows:-

Permission from the Minister is required to
install locomotive. No locomotives, powered by
internal combustion engines, shall be installed
underground without eirpress permission in
writing from the Minister.

Why should they want to get the express
permission of the Minister? If these engines
are necessary, surely the law should be so
framed as to provide for their introduction
without any permission from the Minister.
Regulation 173 provides-

Locomotives, powered by internal combustion
engines,' shall only be need on such roads or
in such districts and at such distances from the
working face as may be specified by the dis-
trict inspector: Any such specification may be
varied or withdrawn at any time.

All throfigh, careful control is kept of where
these engines may be used, and how tar they
may be used from the face; and, in addition,
several other conditions are laid down, all
shelving quite cleaffy that even those who
aire expert in these matters are fearful of the
introduction of internal combustion engines.
Regulation 184 is another which I shall read
for the information, of this House. It
states-

The exhaust from the engine of a Diesel loco-
motive shall be fitted wvith a trap to prevent
the emission of sparks or flame therefrom and
also to prevent, as far as possible, the emis-
sion of smokc or pungent fume.

These restrictive regulations are all very
good in themselves, but we wvill want an
arny of expert inspectors; to keep up with
them if they do operate. t venture to
say that they will be more frequently hon-
oured in the breach than in the observance.

We know from experience in the goLibnuning
industry that once a certain factor, such as
the internal combustion engine, is introduced
into it, even tinder restrictive regulations
such as these, not much care or attention is
given to the rest of the regulations. Regu-
lation 186 reads-

No Diesel locomotive shall be run into any
road in which through ventilation is not pro-
vided and such haulage plane shall be ven-
tilated with a volume of air not less than
5,000 cubic feet per minute.

If any law is passed, allowing the introduc-
tion of internal combustion engines to under-
ground working-even though these restric-
tive regulations appl ,y-we will eventually
find carelessness creeping in, so that the ven-
tilation will not be sufficient. That will apply
particularly in the more remote mines that
are far-removed from close supervision.
These restrictive regulations in themselves

.940
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go to show that this form of traction is rot
desirable underground. in view of that, why
should we allowv such a provision to
become lawK There is no necessity whatever
for it, As the electrical equipment commonly
used throughout the State, wherever mech-
anical propulsion is used in preference to
manual effort, is better in every way. Rego-
laticn 186 states-

The engine of a Diesel locomotive shall siot
be left running while the locomotive is am-
tionary except for short periods when neces-
any.

Surely it must be clear to members that it
will be dangerous to introduce this practi.ce
to our goldminiu'g industry. There are cer-
tamn other of these regulations that are only

q artly concerned with internal combustion
engines. It is a pity that they are inixe d up
in such a way that, in moving to disallow
the use of Diesel engines, one must move
against these regulations inr their entirety.
The-ce is no alternative, as we cannot amend
or modify regulations. They are the most
watertight form of law that we have and
are immune from almost any kind of attack.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: It is government by
regulation.

Ur. 'MARSHALL: There 4re provisions
in Regulations 179 and 182 that are only
partly objectionable, inasmuch as they deal
in part with common practices in the god-
min ng industry, related to other forms of
traction. However, these provisions are inter-
locked with those relating to Diesel traction,
and I have therefore to move that they be
disallowved in their entirety. If thecy could
be brought down in amended form, to cover
present miodes of traction only, they would
he acceptable. In the same way, Regufla-
tion 177, Jparagraph (b), deals to a slight
extent only with Diesel electric mechanism,
but to thbat extent it is objectionable. There-
fore, I did not include it in this motion bep-
cause, if Diesel electric apparatus is not per-
mitted underground, that particular provis-
ion will be rendered ineffective. The Mines
Regulation Act, unoler which these regula-
tionA are made, covers all fo 'rms of metalli-
ferous Mining and excludes only coalmining.
These regulations have general application to
all mining in Western Australia, with the
exception of that pertaining to coal and oil.
We anticipate development in other metalli-
ferous Areas of the State and there Are

deposits of iron, manganese and silver lead
that will eventually come under these regu-
lations.

Mr. Rovell: Does ilmenite come under
them?*

'Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, if mined at depth.
We must therefore be careful about the in-
troduction of such practices as the use of
internal combustion engines at depth. Apart
altogether from what I have said about the
inadequacy of the ventilation and sanitation
in the metalliferous mines of Western Aus-
tralia, I desire now to show clearly that the
miner even today is subjected to a slow form
of poisoning that must ultimately overtake
him if he works underground for long
enough. It is inhuman'to suggest that, when
we know our mines are not well enough
ventilated to protect the miners from com-
mon complaints of the industry, such as
pneumoconiosis, fibrosis, silicosis and so on,
we should permit the introduction of factors
that can only aggravate tbe position and
speed up the onset of these diseases.

The miner at present has to put up with
all sorts of dust and gases generated by ex-
plosives, as well as from dampness and lack
of fresh air. Silica dust is always present.
No-one can justify the introduction of in-
ternal combustion engines to underg-round
working on any ground other than that it
is becoming common practice in certain
parts of the world. Everybody knows that
apart altogether from the unhealthy
characteristics of goldmining And metal-
liferous mining generally, the introduc-
tion of an internal combustion engine to
nnderg-round operations must, to a degree,
interfere with the efficiency and the health
of the miner. While I admit that gas may
not be discharged in sufficient quantities
immediately to affect the health of the
miner, we know that when these types of
engines are not particularly well cared for
by way' of maintenance, they can discharge
what is knowvn as carbon monoxide gas.
Though this is a very poisonous gas
it may not be discharged in large
quantities, but it is possible thett a quantity
of it could be emitted from the exhausts
of these engines. It is a colourless and
odourless gas and I agree that it could not,
in small quantities, he absolutely poisonous;
it is the product of what is called an in-
complete combustion of carbon.
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I believe that the most efficient engine
produced absorbs in its combustion effort
only about 23 per cent, of the ingredients
which it takes in. As well,as that we have
the possibility of these engines discharg-
ing what is known as carbon dioxide gas,
which is another colourless gas and is irres-
pirable if emitted in any quantity. It has
an acute effect upon the respiratory organs
of the individual. I am not attempting to
frighten anyone because these engines, if
maintained and built 100 per cent. 6fficient,
would not emit these gases, but everybody
knows that that is absolutely impossible
and sooner or later some percentage of gas
is emitted. There is another gas which
is commonly attributable to the exhausts
of these engines and it is known as Alde-
hyde. Although it is not a poisonous gas
it has a most irritating effect upon the eyes.

The 'Minister for Housing: How do you
spell that?

.Mr. MARSHALL: It is spelt Aldehyde.
I do not know but it may have been my
pronunciation that tricked the Minister.

The Minister for Housing: I just didn't
know about it.

Hon. A. H. 1'anton: He thought he was
poDing to catch you.

31r. MNAliSHALL: I am easily caught at
times, but not this time. There are three
known forms of gases and I do not intend
to argue that they will be profusely emitted
from exhausts, but they could be in small
quantities. The Minister knows that in-
tirnal ecombustion engines take in a high
percentage of oxygen on the induction movP
mnent and that is the very thing that the
mien are most short of wvhen underground,
owing to the limited amount of air provided.
That means that we have four factors;
three types of gases and a huge consumap-
tit;n of the limited ampunt of oxygen avail-
able underground. The discharge from the
engines and the consumption of oxygen
must have a detrimental effect upon the
health of the miner. There can be no other
conclusion and that definitely cannot im-
prove his health or his efficiency. There-
fore it would be wrong in principle. Our
efforts have always been along the lines of
endeavouring to get a greter volume of
pure air underground and the ventilation
as near perfect as possible, as well as the
best form of sanitation.

To permit the introduction of these par-
ticular engines would be a retrograde step
and it would ultimately have a detrimental
effect upon the miner. A miner's lung
must be affected from the time he starts
underground, and these gases will aggra-
vate the position if they do not expedite
the development of the trouble. It would
be inhuman to allow these engines to be
introduced in the underground workings of
our mining industry. I would be prepared
to give consideration to these regulations,
having regard to the restricted nature of
some of themi, if they were absolutely es-
sential in order to keep the goldminiug in-
dustry going. However, that is not the
case and there is no necessity for their in-
troduction. The electrically equipped en-
gines that now work underground give every
satisfaction and there has not been one
complaint about them. The men are willing
and like to use them because they give
good service. Now we run the risk of in-
juring more speedily the health of the miner
and preventing the efficiency which he can
give, or limit it, by the introduction of
regulations such as these.

I do not want the Minister representing
the Minister for 2Mines to say, "Well we
have all sorts of restrictions so you need not
fear the introduction of these engines, for
the goldmining companies must make app~lies-
tion to the Minister for the use of this
mechanism. Unless they keep a flow of air
through their mines they will not get per-
mission." The most remarkable thing is that
permission is given and when one follows
it through to find out the authority
that gave permission, it is sometimes difficult
to unearth just who it was.

I am given to understand that these
engines have been used at the asbestos de-
posits in the North-West, but now it is
realised that they are not altogether accept-
able and I believe a change will be made, in
due course, to engines that are electrically
propelled. I am not putting that uip to the
Minister as a suggestion for the disallowance
of the introduction of internal combustion
engines underground, but I am putting for-
ward the argument that goidmining and
metalliferous mining* are already accept-
ed as inhuman forms of occupation and the
introduction of these machines will only
make matters much worse. It is inhuman to
send men down thousands of feet into the
bowvels of the earth to gouge out countrv or
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ore, and in the process of so doing gradually
but surely poison them with silica and
gases. The very last thing this House should
do is to agree to the introduction of any
particular underground factor which would
aggravate or intensify the miner's already
precarious health conditions. The other re-
gulation, 'No. 252, which is on page 763 of
the regulations, reads as follows:

252. (1) Any person who has been issued
with any certificate, except a provisional cer-
tificate, which entitled him to be employed as
a mine worker and who is not eligible f or
examination under the provisions of section
eight of the Mine Workers' Relief Act, 19892-
1943, may be issued with a re-admission car-
tificate in the Form No. 5 in the Schedule to
these regulations provided that lie is free from
the diseases mentioned in sub-regulation (1) of
the lnst preceding regulation with the excep-

tion of silicosis or pneumoconiosis in the early
stage; and provided further that he has not
previously received compensation on account
of silicosis or pneumoconiosis.

For the information of members it will be
neecssary for me to trace the law back from
what it is today to when it was first intro-
duced. In the Year 1921 or 1922 there was
introduced the Miner's Phithisis Act which
prohibited any miner suffering from tuber-
culosis in its simple stages or tuberculosis
plus silicosis from working in a mine. That
was the first Act. The benefits paid after
a miner was pirohibited became a liability
on Consolidated Revenue. When these men
were prohibited a referee medical practi-
tioner examined them and if they were fit
for further service or light duties, it was Ihe
Government's obligation to find such employ-
ment for them. If finally they could work
no 'ovger they were given benefits equal to
the basic rate in the district in which they
eea~ed work.

In 1932 Abe Mine Workers' Relief Act
became law. But I want to get back to the
first piece of legislation, the Miners' Phithisis
Act, which also operatcd ia 1932 because of
the introduction of what was known as the
re-admission certificate. However, the first
thinL that had to he done by the legislature
of that time was 'to protect the Western
Australian goldmining industry from in-
vasion by people who might be suffering
from some of these diseases which they had
contracted in other countries or other States.
In other words, we did not want the gold-
mining industry of this State to carry hlbili-
ties which were really an obligation upon
some other Government or country. So it

was essential to insert in the proposed legis-
lation a time limit factor in which a man
could return to the industry as an ax-miner.

In the first place, wider the Miner's
Phithisis Act, a twelve months' period was
granted, hut when the legislation was re-
viewed and repealed what is now known as
the Mine Workers' Relief Act became law.
We were experiencing a depression at that
time and many men who had left the indus-
try, particularly those who came to the city
and started work on deep sewerage and had
been out of the industry for some years as
a result of the depression, went back to seek
employment in the mining industry because,
being experienced miners, they were urgently
needed. Therefore, in order to provide them
with the right to return subject to the con-
dition that they were not suffering too
acutely from any of the diseases mentioned
in the Third Schedule of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, provision was made for the
granting of a re-admission certificate, and
that is what this regulation deals with.

Over a period of years no person has been
allowed to enter the goldinining industry
without first being examined and found not
to be suffering from tuberculosis or any

of te oter iseases mentioned in the Third
Schedule to the Workers' Compensation Act,
If, on, examination, it was shown that they
were free from all these diseases, they were
entitled as% new men, to enter the indlustry.
There are four certificates provided, the
provisional, the initial, the re-admission and
what is known as a special. Whatever justi-
fiCation or necessity there was for the time
limit to prevent men from other countries
entering the mining industry and sub-
sequently claiming compensation on account
of industrial diseases mentioned in the Third
Schedule to the Workers' Compensation Act,
has long since gone.

The Kalgoorlie laboratory records go
back to 192.5 or 1926, and so for the past
20 odd years those associated with the in-
stitution have been examining every man
who has entered the mining indostry in
this State. They therefore have a com-
plete record concerning them, the dates when
the men entered the mining industry and
left it, when they went back to it and when
they' finally left it. If an individual has
been for five years or more in the industry,
he is qualified for a re-admission certificate.
Should he leave the industry for four or
five years and ultimately return to it, he
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must be again examined before he is al-
lowed to resume work. The laboratory
authorities can check up on him by con-
sulting their records and determine how
far the disease has developed in him. They
can thereby determine whether the man
contracted the disease outside Western Aus-
tralia, either partially or wholly, and cani
say, with considerable accuracy, whether
his condition is such that he should be per-
nitted to resume work as a miner in thie
industry here.

The conditions that brought about this
provision many years ago do'not now apply.
This regulation embodies a provision that,
in effect, prevents a man from following up
his usual occupation andoecuring employ-
ment in an industry with which he has been
associated for many years, and in connec-
tion with which he would be proficient in
the services he could render. We feel that
this regulation in particular. is no longer
required. I will go so far with the Minis-
ter as to say that the time has arrived to
review the situation in the light of our
201 dd years of experience wvith the opera-
tion, of the present laws. Members should
ulndlerstand that there are four Acts of
Parliament dealing with the conditions for
miners, their health and the compensation
payable to their, plus the regulations made
under those measures. We feel that the
time has arrived when the whole question
should be reviewed. I

We consider the four Acts should be ex-
ained with a view to enacting one con-

crete law governing all the factors now
dealt with in them. A consolidated meas.
ure should be passed dealing solely with
the metalliferous industry, setting out the-
conditions under which employment would
be permitted and the compensation that
would be, payable. If that were done, the
complications that arc so apparent today
would be obviated. At the present time,
there are beneficiaries under the Miner's
Phithisis Act which has been repealed by
the Mine WVorkers' Relief Act, under which
the regulations are promulgated, and then
there are those who come under the Third
Schedule to the Workers' Compensation
Act. These measures deal with the corn-
pena~tion payable, conditions of employ-
ment and the provisions to be observed
when employment is permitted. For in-
stance, the special certificate is one granted

for a period of 12 months only. The man
who secures such a certificate can work only
in one mine and in a position that the in-
spector of wines certifies is safe for him.

Mr. May: He gets no compensation.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. He does
not contribute to the firrid nor does he conme
under the Third Schedule, although he will
be under the Second Schedule to the
Workers' Compensation Act. Then there
is the re-admission certificate which is avail-
able to the man who can show that he has
worked for five years or more in the indus-
try. He has to contribute to the fund and
secures compensation, but the employment
available to hin is restricted underground
to certain places designated for the purpose
by the inspector of mines. Again there is
the initial certificate. The man who gets
that type of certificate can start in the
mining industry with no restrictions what-
ever. le has to contribute to the fund
and receives' compensation should lie con-
tract any industrial disease.

In order that an individual may have an
opportunity to secure employment in the
mining industry away fromt the Kalgoorlie
district, he can secure a provisional certi-
ficate from a local doctor and that will en-
title him to engage in the industry for a
limited period. He can work under it until
the doctors from Kalgoorlie visit the ce ntre
where he is located and examine him. If
the medical men determine on examination
that the man's health is satis?aetory, they'
take the provisional certificate from him
and supply him with an initial certificate.
On the other band, should they determine
that he is suffering from a compensable
disease in consequence of which he cannot
remain in the industry, the doctors say to
him. ''We will refund you your contribu-
tions, and you must leave the industry."
I rep~eat that all these provisions should
be embodied in one consolidated measure.
That is the argument I am submitting to
the Minister. We are trying to induce the
Government to ap~preciate the position that
is involved in the promulgation of Regula-
tion No. 252.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MARSHALL: I have little more to
add in support of my motion. I appeal to
the Government to give consideration to the
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various statutes that now control the admis-
sion of men into the mining industry and
govern the conditions under which they

-laboir, and the provisions for compensation
when Affected by industrial diseases. The
time has arrived when all this legislation
should be considered with a view to making
it more practicable. We need a digest to
tell us what it all means. When one has to
resort to three or four Acts and the regula-
tions made under them in order to ascertain
the position of a worker, one feels frustrated
in one's desire to do more for these men
who work underground-the most precarious
form of occupation.

There should be no necessity for issuing
re-admission certificates as records have been
kept in the industry for the last 20 years
or more. The technicians at the Kalgoorlie
Laboratory are in a positioni to ascertain
whether the disease was contracted in the in-
dustry, in some other industry or in some
other coiintry. Consequently, that regula-
tion should be disallowed, as well as those
providing for the operation of internal com-
bustion engines underground. Over a period
of years wve have been endeavouring to secure
a purification of the atmosphere under-
ground, and we should not now permit any-
thin.- to be introduced that will import fur-
*thor impurities into the limited amount of
air available. This sort of thing must Affect
the efficiency of the men and even to some
degree, their health. Having regard to all
these facts, I hope the Government will ap-
prove of the disallowance of these regula-
tions and that the question of reviewing all
the legislation bearing on the subject will
-receive immedjate attention.

On motion by the Minister for Housing,
debate vdjourned.

MOTION-TIMER.

As to Limitation of Exports.

MR. REYNOLDS (Forrest) [7.33]: 1
Move-_

That, in the opinion df this House, the over-
sea export of timber should be suspended,
and that exports to the Eastern States be re-
duced by 50 per cent, until the 1st January,
1950), for these reasons:-

(1) That supplies catch up with local de-
mand for building purposes;

(2) Reduction in cost of house-building
by elimination of costly stoppages
due to tardy delivery of requisite
timber;

(3) Speedier completion of house-buildiiig
targets.

I submit the motion in no flippant mood or
manner; nor do I wish in any way to em-
barrass the Government. At the same time,
I feel it a duty incumbent on me to do my
best for the 16,000 or 18,000 people who are
looking for homes. I consider that the hous-
ing problem is an enemy within Western
Australia and that we should attack it in
the same way as we would attack any enemy.
I believe that better use could have been
made of the Uimber supplies available. Only
during the last three or four months have I
fully realised how deplorable is the housing
position. I have occupied a seat in this
House for over two- years and thought I
had a reasonably good understanding of the
position. During the last four months, how-
ever, I have been touring the Canning elec-
torate, probably looking for pastures new,
and there I gained a fuller realisation of the
problem. I met many people who explained
their position to me. I was surprised to find
that conditions had worsened during the last
two years. I knew that the position was
bad, hint did not appreciate that it was as
bad as it really is.

While going through the Canning elec-
torate during the last three or four months,
I called at every place where building con-
struction was in progress and asked foremen
And carpenters what the position was. They
informed me that during the last seven or
eight months it had been getting speedily
worse. This somewhat depressed me because,
after having read the figures in a report of
the Forests Department .seven or eight
months ago, I had gained the impression
that the timber position was infinitely better.
Some of the contractors and foremen told
me that they were getting quite a reasonable
flow of timber; others told me that they
were being held up and that, owing to thce
delays, the cost of homes would be increased
by at least 10 per cent. Ten per cent. on a
home valued at £1,500 means that the pro-
spective owner would have to face an addi-
tional expenditure of £150. In many in-
stances interest would have to be paid for
perhaps 40 or 50 years until the principal
had been repaid. A sum of money invested
at five per cent, per annum simple interest
doubles itself in 20 years and at compound
interest in 13 years, so members will realise
what a colossal imposition these delays are
placing on -the working people, because at
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least 70 per cent, of the people requiring
homes are workers. If the Minister would
tour the Canning electorate with me I could
show him 150 homes that require very little
to complete them. Forty odd homes need
only a few pounds' worth of timber, and it
is no exaggeration to say that some of those
homes have been held up for four or five
months.

I could also show the Minister rows and
rows of houses in course of construction
where the brickwork has reached a stage
that only roofing material is required and
progress has been held up on them for four
or five weeks. Other homes require only a
little material to enable them to be comn-
pletedl. I liken the 'Minister to Aladdin. I
wish he had Aladdin's lamp. Why I liken
the i1ini.ter to Aladdin is because he would
just rub the lamp and, when the genie
Appeared, no doubt he would say to the Mlin-
ister, "Oh, M'ir. 'Minister, what is it I can
,lo for you ?" I know the Minister's first
thought would be, "Give me several million
feet of~joinery and several million feet of
flooring And weatherboard, so that I can
make good the statements I made in this
House just recently."

Hion. A. R. G. Hawke: Also give us light!

Mr. REYNOLDS: And there was light!
In myV maiden speech in this Chamber, I
was at great pains to place before members
certain information which I had gained at
the cost of considerable time and trouble
toI mhyself. Some five or six years ago I
happened to be at Busselton and, on return-
ing home at 11 o'clock at night, I noticed
it light in the Forestry office. I knocked at
the door and Mr. Stoate invited me inside.
The South Australian Conservator of
Forests happened to be there also. I asked,
''Are you always working' Do you always
work these hours'?'' The reply was, ''We
have to do something occasionally.'' They
were poring over maps and figures and Mr.
Stoate remarked to Die, ''I have just dis-
covered that we have not the quantity of
timber we thought we had.'' I then said,
" Bas ed on the pre-war output of timber,
how many years' supply have we in the
State?'' He then made this definite state-
ment, ''In 23) to 30 years we shall be forced
to reduce our output of timber by at least
30 per cent. "

That "'as a startling revelation to me.
From then on, realising that I was a can-
didate for Forrest, I interested myself in
timber. I read everything I Possibly could
about the industry and visited various mills
and studied the work carried on at them.
I gained much valuable information. Later
on in my mnaiden speech-I am quoting from
p. 188 of '"Hansard,'' vol. 1, 1947-1 said
that the fact which concerned me was that
within 25 to 30 years our population should
be about 1,000,000 or 1,230,000 and we
should have to reduce our output of hard-
wood timber.

'I draw attention to this statement because
at the time I made it Mr. Stoate was attend-
ing an Empire Forestry Conference in Eng-
land. When he returned, I saw him in Perth
and discussed the matter with him. I asked
him whether he would read my speech, criti-
cise it and make any suggestions as to where
I had erred. Some days later he saw me
at his office and we discussed the speech.
I asked him whether that statement was
correct. He replied, ''Absolutely, Mr. Rey-
nolds; that is the unfortunate position."
I asked him how he was going to overcome
the shortage And he suggested the annual
planting of p~ine should be increased. In
my speevh I had stressed that we should
havc a target of about 4,000 to 5,000 acres
p~er annum. flurinz my talk wvith Mr.
Stoate, I supggestedl that we ought to be
planting at least 5,000 to 6,000 acres a year.
le agreed, adding that it was the only solu-
tion of the problem. Later in my speech
I said, referring to this statement that we
should have to reduce our output by 30
per cent.-

That may seem a startling fact, but when
one realises tbat in 20 to 30 years our popula-
tion should be about 1,000,000 or 1,250,000,
then it should be the cause of consternation
and serious thought.
I made that statement after checking the
figures for seven Years and discovering that
we exported about 44 per cent, of our tim-
ber; in other words, we retained about 561
per cent. At that time our population was
a little over 300,000. It must therefore be
patent to any person possessed of average
intelligence that when our population
reaches 1,000,000 we shall have no timber
to export. Moreover, according to other
figures I have quoted, it is obvious to me
that when our population reaches 1,000,000
we shall be importing over £2,000,000 wo-rth
of timber, softwoods and wood products.
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:I obtained these figures from a statement
which Mr. Stoate thad prepared for presen-
tation to the Empire Forestry Conference.
This showed that in 1944-45 our imports
of wood and wood products amiounted to
£851,000 anld our exports to £495,000. There-
fore, in 194445, there was a deficit of
£356,000.

[Resolved: That motions he continued.]

Mr. Needham: Do those figures relate to
Western Australia?7

Mr. REYNOLDS: Yes. They were pre-
sented to the conference by Mr. Stoate inM
June, 1947. Mr. Stoate also made the fol-
lowing statemient:

This conference is proving immensely valu-
able. There are 95 delegates and associate
delegates from all parts of the British Com-
monwealth, and we are able to pool our prob-
lems and solutions. Moat timber problems are
common problems throughout the Empire.

He went on to say that -Canada was the
only Dominion without a timber shortage.
Mr. Stoate made the statement in 1947 and
I give him every credit for knowing his
job. He definitely said that Canada was the
only country that bad a surplus of timber.
So far as Western Australia is concerned,
I kno* our position has worsened. I
listened very attentively to the Minister the
other evening when he quoted figures sup-
plied by Mr. Gregson. These figures have
become famous, or probably infamous.
The Minister gave some very interesting sets
of figures. He said that for the five years
prior to June, 1939, the average monthly
production of timber retained in this State
was 8,869 loads. He also said that for the
six war -years, ended the 30th June, 1945,
the monthly production retained for ne-eds
within the State was 7,608 loads. From that
date, he said, production had been stepped
up gradually, and for the 12 months ended
the 30th June, 1949, the figure had reached
a total of 11,240 loads per month.

When we deduct the 8,869 loads from
11,240 we get a figure of 2,371 loads. The
Minister this evening gave me certain figrres
in reply to at question. I asked him what was
the average number of super feet of timber
contained in the homes constructed by the
Hinsina Commission and private enterprise.
His fig,;re works out at slightly over 5,000
loads, but the average figure I obtained from
the Housing Commission some five or six
days ago was 3,678.

The Minister for Housing: Are you speak-
ing of super feet?

Mr. REYNOLDS: Yes. I realise that
the Minister's figures were for three-bed-
room and two-bed-room houses; whereas the
others were the average figures, which took
into consideration expansible homes, duplex
homes and self-help homes. I am basing my
calculations on .5,00 0 super feet and, if we
dedurct 8,869 loads from 11,240, wre get a
difference of 2,371. If we multiply that by
5,000 super feet, that would give us suiffici-
ent timber to build 3,414 homes; and that
is only the difference between those figures.
But when we take the 11,240 loads and mul-
tiply them by 600, which gives us super feet,
and again by 12 months so as to give us
the yearly output that was retained in this
State, we have a figure equalling 80.9 million
super feet,

That timber, which the Minister says las
been retained in the State, would enable
17,000 homes to be constructed. I 'want to
know what has become of it Where has it
gone, this timber. that has been retained in
the Statel In reply to various questions
the Minister also stated that during 1947-48,
125,000,000 super feet had been produced in
Western Australia. According to Abstract
330, which is prepared by the Government
Statistician, and should be correct, we ex-
ported overea. 18A4 million super feet and,
interstate, 24.8 million super feet, giving a
total of 43.4 million super -feet. The num-
ber of homes constructed in 1947-48, accord-
ing to the same Abstract, was 2,771. if 'we
multiply that by 5,009 super feet, which is
the average quantity of timber -required in
constructing a home, we get a total of
14,000,000 sup~er feet.

I have end eaVOUred to find out from the
State departments and the Federal depart-
ments what quantity of -timber was used
for construction purposes by the various
departments for the year 1.947-48 and also
the timber used in uncompleted homes and
the building materials that have gone into
hctelq, new stores, factories, warehouses and
renovations. As near as I -could ascertain
-and I made fairly searching investigations
-the total quantity used in those channels
approximated 4,000,000 to 5,000,000 super
feet.

I have explained that for the year 1947-48
the production, according to the Minister,
was 125.4 Million super feet and we export-
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ed oversea 43.4 million super feet and in
the construction oDf 2,771 houses used
14,000,000 super feet. In the other build-
ings which I enumerated, 5,000,000 super
feet were used. I have also discovered that
the 70 odd wheat ships that came to West-
ern Australia last year required large
quantities of timber for bulk heads, and
according to MAr. Brains, who was good
enough to make certain figures available to
me, I estimated that in that way over
2,000,000 super feet of timber went oversea.
That timber which went into the ships was
bought here for about £10 5s. or £11 a. load.
It was taken away and when it was sold it
brought about £20 a load, which more than
recompensed those who obtained the timber
for the coat of installing it.

Adding the figures 1 have given, we -reach
a total of 64,000,000 super feet. When I
deduct that from a production of 125.4 mil-
-lion super feet, there is a deficiency of
41,060,000 super feet. I do -not kntow where
that timber is, and I would be very pleased
it the Minister could tell me. Probably he
'will say it has gone through the kilns or is
being air-seasoned. But what has become of
it That is the point. When I went into
the same set of figures for the previous year
I discovered there was a deficiency of
50,000,000 super feet, and when I checked
the figures for the year prior -to that I found
there was a further 40,000,009 super feet
dlefiriency. Where has it gone? I think that
isA something the Minister should inquire
into, because it is obvious to me that more
timber is being exported oversa than we
have been advised.

Mr. Hoar: Do all your -figures include
E~astern States exports?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I explained that we
sent away 24.8 million super feet to the
Eastern State-s and 18.4 million super feet
oversea, giving a total of 43.4 million super
feet. But all the figures have not been
accounted for. I do not know where the
timber is and I have been at great pains to
find the answer. Just recently, when I was
reading through a Federal "Hansard"' I
noticed that certain questions were asked of
the Prime Minister and he replied as fol-
lows:-

In my inte-rim reply to the honorable mem-
ber o1n the 15th March, I indicated that the
information sought was being obtained. I anm

now in a. position to furnish th followlag in-
formation regarding buildng materials ex-
ported from Australia during the calendar year
1948.

He then shows the quantity exported-
Jsarrah beans and baulks, 5,000,000 super

feet. Rarri beams and baulka, 4.% million
feet.

Later he said that of karri boards and
planks 50,000 super feet were exported. In
addition hardwood beams and baulks total-
led '7.4 million super feat, and 5 million
super feet of hardwood logs were exported.
I aim wandering whether this is where
some of our timber is going, because na-
turally the jarrah and karri figures, would
have *to balance with those shown by the
Conservator of Forests. I have here a very
interesting document. It is a thesis pre-
pared by Mr. Arthur E. Hartley fur his
M.A. degree. At page 14 he shows the tinm-
ber production for the States and the Com-
monwealth, and there is a most interesting
and illuminating table. It indicates that
in New South Wales the percentage of re-
covery is 65 per cent.; in Victoria it is 59
per cent.; in Queensland it is 67 per cent;
in South Australia 49 per cent; Western
Australia 39 per cent.; and Tasmania 02
per cent. That shows that our recovery is
the lowest. The highest recovery is ob-
tained in Queensland with a figure of 67
per cent. and Western Australia has the
lowest with 39 per cent. South Australia
is the next lowest with 47 per cent. On
page 73 of the same document--and this
will appeal to the Minister-

The Mi1nister for Housing: I have read
that thesis. It is particularly interesting.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I suppose the Minis-
ter felt all the better for it. However the
fact that he has read it will not prevent
my reading it now. It states-

In his evidence before the Tariff Board Mr.
L. T. Strahan of the Timber Mtehants' As-
sociation, Melbourne, quoted Mr. C. E. Lane-
Poole as follows :-" From a national point of
view I would like to see something done to
stop the vast burning of scantling now car-
ried out in Western Australia, to keep up the
export trade. About 30 per cent. of the log
is recovered to keep up the expert trade, while
the rest goes down the fine chute.'" Australian
Timber Journal, December, 1945.

Australian Timber Journal, January, 1946,
contains the following statement in the indus-
try notes for South Austraia:-" W.A. saw-
maillers obtain from South Africa 2nd else-
where overseas much higher prices than for
timber sold in Australia. This has always been
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the ease and was occasioned by the fact that it
was mostly larger sections that were exported.
In making these larger sections the residue of
tbe log was cut to the usual scantling size
which Westerni Ausftralia sawinillers were
pleased to soil at a lower rate, as it gave them
an outlet for these accumulations.'
I was also interested to hear another set
of figures put forward by the Minister. He
said the information came from Mir: Greg-
son of the Sawmillers' Association. The
Minister said-

The average of our production of sawn tim-
'ber sent oversea. during the five years preced-
tag the war was 23.2 per cent; during the war
it fell to 9 per cent; in 1945-46 it fell to 6.5
per cent, and then it rose to 11.8 per cent. The
figure for 'the current year, which is about to
expire, is 5.4 per cent. In one year, from
1947-48 to 1948-49, the percentage of sawn
timber sent overaca has been cut by more than
belt

Members should notice that the Minister
said that the sawn timber bad been cut by
more than half. He wvent on-

That is what I wish to say in order that we
may get a true perspective of this matter of
timber exports. The figures aupplied to me by
Mr. Oregson show that during the current year
the percentage of sawn timber exported over-
sea is 5.4 per cent.
I accept those figures, but of course there
was a reason for what the Minister said.
He told us that the sawn timber had been
considerably reduced, and he produced
those figures to prove it. That is quite true.
But a very important thing that he did not
mention was that for the period under re-
view, the, percentage of sleepers exported
was more than double what it was for the
-year 1946-47 'when the Wise Government
was, in office, because in that year 6,363
loads were exported, and for 1947-48, 10,683
loads were exported, and to April, 1949,
11,4260 loads were exported. There are two
-months yet to run in the case of the last
figure. That would give us, on the same
ratio, over 13,000 loads, or an increase of
roughly 110 per cent. That increase would
be over four million super feet, but the
Minister cleverly juggled the figures so us
not to include that tremendous increase.

The Minister for Housing: I gave you
the total exports. You cannot convert sleep-
ers into building timber.

Mr. PEYNOLDS: T will show that it has
been done, and the Minister knows per-
fectly well that that is so, because, in reply
to a question I asked, he supplied certain
information as follow:-

Number of jarrahi sleepers mold to private
buyers for purposes other than railway con-
struction during years ending Juno, 2947,
June 1948, and May 1949:-From Banksiad ale
Mill: June, 194?, nil; June, 1948, 3,468
sleepers, equal 136 loads; May, 1949, 2,260
sleepers equal 90 loads.

The last figure would probably amount to
more than a hundred loads over the 12
months. I know definitely that they were
picked sleepers-some of the best they had
at Banksiadale. They were air-conditioned
and were sold for joinery. I think I have
proved that, at least on this occasion, the

Minister is wrong.
The Minister for Housing: The sleepers

might go to joinery, but not to scantling.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Another interesting set
of figures shows that for the period 1947-48
the State Sawmills Produced about 45,000
loads of timber. The Hakea mill sent away
5,160 loads to private industry and the Holy-
oake mill 4,720 loads. For the year ending
June, 1948, Haken sent away 4,833 loads and
Holyoake 5,043 loads. Employees of the
Public Works Department on various Gov-
ernment lobs have assured me that they are
getting joinery and timber from sources
other than the State Saw Mills. On going to
the State Saw Mill at Carlisle I found a
shortage of timber. They cannot get suffici-
ent to maintain their machines in operation
and enable full production of joinery. If
the Minister looked at the scantling racks
at that mill he would find there sufficient
timber for three or four homes only, yet
when I was there on one occasion about 12
months ago there was sufficient timber on
the racks f or 100 homes, and the year before
that sufficient for about 150 homes.

The Minister for Housing: It has; been
tied up at the mills owing to lack of trans-
port.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I will concede that
point, hut the percentage held up at the
miTN today isc not equal to that held up 18
months ago when I went throughi the Forrest
area. There were at that time over 30,000
loads of imber held up there. I wrnte
several articles and made certain statements;
to the Press with regard to this matter, and I
point out that I know the position of the tim-
'her industry. I have hnow obtained a balance
sheet that I have been trying to 'n' for the
last 16 months. I sent oversea for ;f pnd at
last obtained it through a solinitor. TIt is;
the balnce sheet of Millars' Tim-bpr 8- TrnA.-
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ing Company Limited ad
thie 45th hnu#! general 10
hoaldens. The dlsetow, *i
46th annual profit and I
baance sheet, as at the SlU
reported as follows:

As shown by thle Profit nd
Uma Acmount, the Profit
for 1043, a mutedi to

flich, di1 te balane Oraen-
distributed profit. brought
raiwied fromi 1KB5

naakes atotal of.
hum this them ast be

deducted :
Dlrector s Fees .. .. 2,1

That seems very moderate--
Aimount ttenshrtni to De.-

vreciation and Reserve
Acoust.......8000 0 0

Dividend on 7 wcent.
0"mulaite* *tence
Sbare. for the year ended
the Blot Decembter, 1940, 29,700 0 0

89,890 11 8

batheg a baance, as per
Balance Sheet, of .. 112,029 0 8

The Difletdee reoMmend
(1) That a Dividend of 6 per

cent ies tax, be Mid
on the Prreftru OEdin-

tr hrsor 108. eachi
In4ispec of the year
ended the Slut Decem-

be,1940, abmorbing ...S8,100 0 0
(2) =ha a Divideud of I4

per CenL, lesm t"k,braid Sn the tfuy
shares of 49, each in

Imat or the year
eddthe 3164; Decem-

ber, 1948, abeOtblag .. 28.39 a a

leaving to be carred rbtword to 1947 ... 89.7951It 2

'Mr. SPE AKIIR:- Is the hon. member go-
ing to connect this up with the motion?,

Mr. REYNOLDS: Definitely! Many
people have tried to get this balance sheet,
without success. The directors' statement is
as follows:-

The Board, following the procedure adopted
in recent years, has decided to issue a Direc-
tors' Statement in lieu of a speech by the
(Chairman at the Annual Usberal Meeting.

From the balance sheet it will be seen that
the depreciation and reqerve at~ount has heen
increased to a total of £148,000, by an appro-
priation of £8,000 from the profit of the year.
The company's fixed assets have been well man-
toined andl, in the opinion of the directors, are
adequately depreciated.

I have no doubt on that score. It continues-
The combined circulating assets of the com-

pany and its subsidiaries, represented by stocks,
debtors and cash, exceeded the current liabilities
by approximately £800,000, or an increase ofs
£5,000 over the preceding year.

Taxation in the countries in which the com-
pany operates again made serious inroads into
the profits Which fold otherwise have been
available for distribution to the shareholders.

is the report to
atelig of are-m
n AUbmitting 'the
oss aecount and
tDecember, 1946,

101,947 3 '7

1*3551 12 4

4011 B

Fuirther 'an It is pointed out that over 50
per 'eflt. itt the oafupmny's outpt te *ax-
pottel. T~his -is the -firt balance shedt of
this particultar company that I have been
able to obtain. 4I have endeavoured to got
balance sheets Of other timber concerns, but
most of them are proprietary companies and
it is difficult to obtain the balance siheets.
I realise that in past years it was necessary
for us to export our surplus timber in order
to help overcome the difficult economic
conditions obtaining after the depression,
hut 'today a different set of circum-
stances has arisen. Our timber is re-
quired here until such time as we can
make up our shortages, enabling our
10,000 or 18,000 applicants for homes
to get them, In 1939 we had a debt of
£644,000,000 in Great Britain and a cash
purchasing power of L66,000,000, but today
wo have ,j% purchasing credit of 980,000,000
and our oversea debt has been reduced to
£C533,000,000. In other word;, since the war
We have reduced our debt by £111,000,000.

In forme~r days we had to export our
timber in order to meet our oversea. obliga-
tions, In 1939 our interest debt was
00I,000,000 a year, but today it has been
reduced to £.17,000,000, or in other words our
per capita debt on uversen liability has been
reduced from £3 15s. 3d. to £1 18s. 2d. I
claim that there is not the need or the
necessity for us to export timber today,
because it is urgently needed in this State.
That is why I have moved my motion so
that supplies may catch up with local de-
mand for building purposes. It must be ob-
vious to the M1inister that the only way we
'can overcome our difficulties is through the
conservation of our timber instead of ex-
porting it.

I have already pointed out that many
carpenters and contractors'lhave assurled mie
that owing to stoppages and because timber
is not coming to hand as readily as it is
required, there is an increased cost of ten
per cent. on homes being constructed. That
is a severe burden which must be borne by
the workers. If the supply of timber is per-
mitted to catch up with the demand, we
shall be enabled more speedily to construct
new dwellings. The Minister knows per-
fectly well that the position is not improv-
ing, because in reply to a question asked by
the member for North-East Premantle he
said that in June last year there were 7,600
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odd applicants requiring homes from the
Housing Commission. He went on to say
that the figure today wvas over 11,000 and
it must be clear that we are not catching up
with the housing position.

I also draw the attention of the Minister
for Railways-I notice he has shut his eyes
-to the plan for the standardisation of our
railway gauges. I know he is very keen on
the idea and I give him credit for it. I think
every sensible man is keen on the idea as
long as the terms are reasonable. I have
worked it out and I find that we will re-
quire somewhere in the vicinity of 6,000,000
sleepers when we commence standa-rdising
our railway gauges. We will also be requir-
iag large quantities of timber for railway
trucks, carriages and for homes for workers
engaged on the work, *s well as 'for the en-
larging of' railway stations. This under-
taking alone will absorb four years of
our annual production of timber. Not only
will every stick of timber that we produce
in this State he required here for our own
railways, but the Eastern States will need
our sleepers as well.

I know that Millars and Bannings, who
control the export trade of timber, are re-
ceiving a bigger percentage of the export
trade than that to which they are entitled,
and I realise that our State mills are losing
out on that valuable business. I discovered
the reason when going through one of those
abstracts. I found that timber was be-
ing exported both to the Eastern States and
oversea-but more particularly oversea-at
2.3 times the price we are receiving for it in
this State. That is the reason why they are
sending it away and it is valuable timber as
far as we are concerned. Mr. Lane-Poole
said that we were murdering our forests in
order to sustain our export trade. Therefore
I hope the Minister will be able to explain
to me where this 60,000,000 odd super feet
of timber is going. I do not know. If the
company says that it put 30,000,000 snper
feet on the racks for seasoning or that it was
in the process of kiln drying, would the
company not have taken the same amount
of timber off the racks to make room for
the other timbert That must have compen-
sated the balance.

Mr. Hoar: That is not the right explana-
tion.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I want the Minister to
explain it to us. So concerned do I feel

about the matter that if a reasonable ex-
planation is not forthcoming I intend to
move for the appointment of a Select Corn-
mittee to investigate the matter. The situa-
tion is alarming and has been going on for
years. Where is the timber going? If the
quantity of timber which the Minister says
has been retained in the State for tile year
under view-1947-48-is being retained for
home building, we will be able to con-
struct 17,000 homes.

The Minister for Housing: I think about
121/ per cent, of it goes in fruit cases.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am very pleased the
Minister mentioned that because only 18
months ago I put a proposition to him in
regard to the use of second-hand fruit
cases. I put a lot of time into my inquiries,
and since this Government has been in olfice
more white wood fruit cases have come into
this State than in any previous period.
Those fruit cases are costing the fruit-
growers, or most probably the consumers,
4s. per case as against our own case costing
101 2 d. The fruitgrowers of this State have,
over a period of years, paid thousands and
thousands of pounds in order to build up
their oversea markets. They have done that
through their redwood cases and we arei
just dissipating that goodwill. No credit is,
due to the Government because of the fact
that large quantities of white wood cases
are being used.

Th Minister for Housing: Do not say
that, because we are starting a case mill.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You are very tardy
about it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must address the Chair.

'Mr. REYNOLDS: I put up the proposi-
tion on the floor of this House 18 months
ago that we should construct a mill with a
capacity of 1,000,000 cases a year.

The Minister for Housing: We are doing
it.

Mr. REYNOLDS: And the Minister later
on said that the Government was thinking
about it.

The 'Minister for Housing: We are doing
it. We have some machinery.

,Mr. REYNOLDS: Why does not the Gov-
ernment insist on the various mills cutting
a percentage of fruit cases in proportion to
their annual output?
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Hon. A. R1. G. Hawke: That is the point.

Mr. REYNOLDS: That is the point, and
a very vital one I However, I regret the
necessity for this motion. I think I have
covered a wide field and have endeavoured.
to explain to every intelligent man in this
Chamber how necessary it is for us to retain
our own timber in this State to give immedi-
ate relief to those thousands of people who
are requiring homes.

On motion by the Minister for Housing,
debate adjourned.

M0TIONrW4TER SUPPLIES.

As to State-ivide IFlat Rate.

UPN, 3E. WXlLSEN (Sanowna) [8.31]: I
hsne spoken on. this question on several
occasions, and have been accused of having
water on the brain, Put I cannot help being
sensed. I miove-

That, in the opinion of this House, all Gov-
onment-controlled water supplies in Western
Australia should be on a flat charge basis, so
as to e"sure that water should be the me price
to the consumer in the country as in the metro.
politan area.

I feel that something should be done in that
direction. The Labour policy is decentralisa-
tion and I have been told that that is the
policy also of the Country and Democratic
League. If that be so, there should not be
much trouble now for the two Parties to
combine in obtaining a flat rate for water
in Western Australia.

lion. A. R. G. Hawke: We could merge
with them on that basis.

Hon. E. Nt'LSEN: Yes, because I am
sure that if they are as sincere as we are
in wvishing- to keep the people in the countr y,
there would be no need for this motion.I
introduced the Goldfields Water Supply
Amendment Bill on the 10th December, 1947.
That was not in this session. I1 moved the
Bill under Section 46 (8) of the Constitu-
tion. The measure was worded in such a
way as to declare that the price to be
charged for excess water supplied by the
Goldflelds Water Supply Scheme should not
he greater than the price charged under the
Metropolitan Water Supply scheme. You,
Mr. Speaker, disagreed from that basis and
I dissented from your ruling, but on a divi-
sion 25 nambers were in favour of your
ruling and, 18 were against it, so I had to
bow to your decision. I intend to pursue

this argument as long as I am in this House
because I realise I represent country people
who have not the conveniences nor the
amenities which city people enjoy.

As the policy of the Party on this side
of the House is definitely decentralisation,
we realise the importance of keeping in the
country those people who are producing the
real wealth under hard and adverse condi-
tions. In any event, why should the country
people pay more for water than do city
people? Water is a national requirement
and no-one can do without it. As far as
importance to life is concerned, it is next to
air; but it has always been the practice,
under our capitalistic system, that the coun-
try people should carry the burden in ac-
cordance with the cost of getting the water
to outlying. districts. I am only seeing some-
thing which I consider is fair to the develop-
ment of the State, and that is a flat rate for
water through all Government channels. All
water controlled by the Government should
be the snane price in the country as it is in
the city.

In 1941, the Norseman local governing
authority held several meetings and it
unanimously advocated that the price for
water should be on a fiat rate basis through-
out the State, that is, under any water
scheme controlled by the Government. That
road board was joined by those at
Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie, and all the
hoards served by the pipeline, from Kala-
munda upwards. Those boards held several
conferences at which they were unanimous
in their decision, which is known to members
of the House. At that time, the charge
for excess water in the metropolitan area
was Is. per 1,000 gallons. Unfortunately,
however, at Norseman and other places
people were paying as high as 10s. per 1,000,
which I consider was exceedingly unjust.
The member for Tflgarn-Coolgardie knows
mutch about the flat rate charge and the
tilgarn Road Board has advocated it.

On the last occasion when I spoke on this
matter I quoted quite a number of figures,
so I do not think it necessary for me to
repeat them on this occasion. When the
Minister for Mines, Hon. H. S. W.
Parker, M.L.C., was on the Eastern Gold-
fields a little over 12 months ago, the Norse-
man people told him they thought they were
paying too much for their water. He agreed
and said he did not think people in the
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country should have to pay such a high
price, and that on his return to Perth he
-would see what could he done. However,
I do no; think anything has been done to-
wards obtaining a flat rate. Since advocat-
ing- a flat rate for water, many districts have
received concessions and I want to thank
thc es-Minister for Water Supply, who
granted a considerable reduction in the
water rate. Since then the present Minister
has also granted a reduction to the people
in the country.

[ion A. A. M. Coverley: It is more than
he has done for the Kimberley district.

Ron. E. NULSEN : I feel there is some-
thing in the argument which the local gov-
erning authorities have put forward, and
which, -of course, ha~ been arced to whole-
heartedly by the people concerned. If we
had an equal price fur water throughout
the State, it would assist the goidmining in-
drstry considerably and prolong the life of
the Goldfields. Further, it would give greater
amenities to the people in the cutbacek
ceountry.

The Minister for Water Supply: Would
it not have helped them if you had given
them this redactibn 10 years ago?

Hon. E. NULS EN: It would have helped
considerably, hut ten years, ago isnot today.
I hope the M1inister will learn as he goes
alon-and surely be must realise this, be-
ing a country member himself-that those
people are entitled to a cheaper rate for
'water. However, I do think that probably the
3linister bas been lagging, because be has
been the member for Williams-Narrogin for
some years; and I notice that that district
has not a permanent water supply yet.

The Minister for Water Supply: What
about answering my question?

Han. E. NULSEN: I have answere-d it.
'Returning to the motion, I say that people

ithe country areas cannot afford to have
lawns. Only those in at good financiatl posi-
tion can have flower gardens, and 'only
thoge with a few surplus pounds at their
disposal can grow vegetables. To enjoy
these amenities is impossible in view of the
p~rice charged for wa~ter. I am satisfied that
if we had a man like John Forrest in these
layvs, a flat -rate would be payable now.

Mr. Marshall: What about NA Harper?
Hon. A. H. Panton: Who started the

waler scheme, anyhow'?

Hon. E. NULSEN: At any rate, Nat
Harper represented the people in the coun-
try and I know we would have his sym.-
pathy in that direction. While Lord For-
rest was responsible for the water scheme
being put through to the Goldfields, I think
he had it in mind that it should be regarded
as a national undertaking, and that water
supplied to the people in the Goldfields
areas should not cost more than residents
in the metropolitan area had to pay. Water
makes or breaks a locality, But for the late
Phillip Collier there would be no Norsemen
today.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: Hear, hear!1

Hon. E. NTJLS EN: It was only because he
insisted on the water scheme being under-
taken that the Western Mining Corporation
proceeded with the development of the huge
area at its disposal there. That demon-
strates how water can make or break a
plan of development. I am certain that
if the scheme had not been put through to
Norseman, there would be no township or
goldfield there today. Without an adequate
water supply the necessities and amenities
that people are entitled to cannot possibly
be made available. This is 'essentially a
national matter. It concerns all the people
of the Stdte and not merely one section. I
cannot undeistand why this question is not
viewed from the national standpoint be-
cause there are eight pumping stations be-
tween Mundaring and Kalgoorlie.

As the water has to be pumped to the
Gold fields-I know that'it gravitates from
Coolgardie to Nose man-I *consider the
whole of the people should make some con-
tribution towards the cost of the undertak-
ing. That is merely at reasonable request on
behalf of the people in the back country.
Those residing in the metropolitan area are
fortunate in that the water supply available
to themn gravitates to their back doors, so
that when we consider the matter on a
financial basis we realise why it is that they
get cheaper water. On the other hand, we
are living in different days. We have
reached the stage where we must consider
the interests of the whole of the people
and not merely of one section. We should
therefore see to it that all the people make
a contribution towards the cost of a flat
rate for the supply of water throughout the

353
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State. In this regard we have several pre-
cedents. The Postmaster General's Depart-
ment imposes a fiat charge for postal ser-
vices.

The Minister for Railways: Not too 'fiat.
Hon. A. A. M1. Coverlcy: A hit fiat at

the moment.
Hon. E2. NELSEN: There is a fiat postage

rate throughout Australia. If a letter is
posted in Perth for delivery at Norseman,
the postage is 21/2d. Should the same letter
be sent from Melbourne the cost is still
2 ,d. Thus there is a fiat postage rate
throughout the Commonwealth. The same
principle applies to Singer sewing machines.
One can buy a sewing machine for the same
price in Wiluna as is charged in Sydney.
The samle principle applies to patent medi-
cines and sugar. A fiat rate is charged at
all capital cities. I think the Minister for

-W~ater Supply himself is in favour of a fiat
rate for electricity supplies throughout the
State. That is his polivy and was the policy
of the Opposition when in office. If that
he so, I see no reason why we should not
have the principle of a- flat rate applied to
water charges.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Minister is
silent on the point.

The Minister for Railways: It is stag-
gering.

Ron, E2. NULSEN: I do niot know whether
the Minister has any great sense of re spon-
sibility with regard to the people in the
lback country.

The Minister for Water Supply: You are
asking for a certain type of reply all right!

lion. E. NELSEN: I hope it will be a
vigorous reply so that we shell know bow
the Minister stands.

Mr, Hoar: He generally stands on his
feet.

lRon. E. NELSEN: If we are to rectify
the anomalies and the injustices suffered by
the people in the back country, we must de-
vote further -consideration to providing
them with more amenities, and thus obviate
the injustices and anomalies that are created
under the present system. We say we are
in favour of decentralisation but Western
Australia was realty developed on the basis
of centralisation-and we have never got
away from it. If we were to give the people
in the rural districts everything possible we
could not, for instance, provide them with

one amenity enjoyed by those residing in
the metropolitan area. I refer to the ocean.

Hon. A. H. Panton:. You have that at
Esperanee.

Hon. E. NULSEN: That applies to a
port and not to the back country areas. I
am not lookin~g for sympathy; what I want
is action.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You want justice.
Hon. E2. NULSEN:- If we get action along

the right lines, the country people will have
justice. We must change with the times.
When I spoke in 1947 1 asked for ain equal-
is;atio n scheme, That was all I wanted.

Ron. A. H1. Pan ton: And it was little to
ask for, too.

Hon. E2. NULSEN:- As it is, the people
on the Goldfields are getting it in the neck,
and so are those living in the country areas
generally. There has been an increase in
rail freights. The result of that is that
Norsemian is pen alised 25 per cent. as
against Perth and Fremantle with an in-
crease of only 10 per cent.

The Minister for Water Supply: Do you
realise, or recall, that a few years ago I
submitted the question to the House that
there should be a flat rate for electricity
supplies, and you voted against it?7

Hon. E2. NITLS EN: I have said the
Minister was in favour of it.

The Minister for Water Supply: Now you
can answer the question I put to you.

Hon. E. NELSEN: The trouble is that
the Minister is not applying that principle
at present.

The Minister for Water Supply: But you
voted against it.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: Ht has been con-
verted since,

Hon. U. NULSEN: Becanse a person
lives in the back country, his interests are
jeopardised. If we were to develop West-
ern Australia on the same principle as
Queensland, instead of having half the
population in the capital city, slightly over
one-third would reside in the metropolitan
area. I should have heen surprised had the
Minister for Railways agreed that the
people in the country should he deprived of
the advantages offered by their natural
ports.

The Minister fnr Railways: I should have
been surprised, too.
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Hon. E. N'ULSEN: The people of Norse-
man and Kalgoorlie feel hostile at having
to pay so much more for goods brought
through their natural port of Esperane
than from the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Water Supply: Were
they hostile three years ago?

The Minister for Rail ways: What pro-
portion do they get from Esperane?'

H1on. E, NULS EN: Not a large propor-
tion.

The Minister for Railways: Of course not.

lon. E. NULSEN: But whose fault is
that? It is because the State has been de-
veloped on the basis of centralisation.
Every port should have its natural traffic.
Esperance is 134 miles nearer to the Gold-
fields than is Fremantle, but under the old
calpitalistic system, embraced not only by
Governments but also by large shipping
companies, we have not been able to get our
natural port opened to the extent it should
hav:e been.

lIon. A. R. 'G. Hawke: The same applies
to Albany.

Uon. E. NtTLSE.N: Admittedly the same
thing applies to a greater or smaller extent
to Albany, Geraldton, Bunbury and Bussel-
toin. All I am asking for is decentralisa-
tten; I want something done along those
lines, and I em quite sure the Minister is;
in a position to help' if he so desires. I
hav'e abstracted some figures showing the
quantity of water used in the State in the
year 1947-48. On irrigation alone, the
quantity was 13,280,000,000 gallons and the
revenue received was £14,492, equal to
.2Cld. per 1,000 gallons.

-Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke-, Water for noth-
ing!I

Hon. E. NULSEN: That is so.

Hon. A. HE. Panton: That applies to the
Premier's electorate.

71on. E. NULSEN: It is shameful -that
those wealthy farmers should be required to
pay little more than Y d. per thousand gal-
lots for water used from the reservoirs.
The quantity of water supplied to the
country and used was 2,858,439,712 gallons
equal to a little over 3s. Id. per 1,000 gal-
Ioins. I wish members to understand that
this was the water from the reservoirs used
and not merely the water sold. In the metro-

politan area, the consumption was 9,837,980,
000 gallons, equal to is. 3.8d. per 1,000 gal-
Ions. The total of all the water used, includ-
ing that for irrigation, was 25,976,419,712
gallons. The average price per thousand
gallons that would have to he charged to
produce the amount of revenue collected in
1947-48, a total of £1,113,754, is 10.29d.
If the price of water used for irrigation.
had been increased to only id. per 1,000
aalons, it would have yielded over £55,000,
and at 2d. per 1,000 gallons, the revenue
would have been over £100,000.

Hon. A. H. Pan ton:- I think you have
washed Government supporters out of the
House.

Hon. E. NULSEN: If We M1inister earn-
estly desires to help) the country people, he
will say that some of those wealthy farmers
in the South-West can well pay a little
more for the water used for irrigation,

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: A pity the Pre-
mier is not in his place to hear that part of
your s~peech.

Hon. E. NULS EN: The quantity of
water used in the country, other than for
irrigation, and in the metropolitan area ex-
ceeded 12,000,000,000 gallons and produneed
a revenue of £61,099,262. In order to obtai9L
the same amount of revenue, it would be
necessary to charge a flat rate of a littler
less than Is. 9d. per 1,000 gallons. Thus
the cost of water used from the reservoirs
for other than irrigation is less than is. 9d.
per 1,000 gallons. Some consideration
should be given to the people who are pro-
ducing the real wealth of the r'onntry often
under adverse conditions-people who are
entitled to some of the amenities, though
they annot have a[l, enjoyed by residents
of the metropolitan area. I hope that' the
Minister will be more than sympathetic; I
want him to take action. He might well
say, "I know what the peolple of the country
are doing and what they are entitled to. The
water supply should be dealt with on a
national basis and, in order to be just and
fair, I shall endeavour to get a system
worked out whereby a flat rate for water
'will he charged."

I have not inclnded the water used from
the reservoirs for irrigation because 1
appreciate that that would make the price
a little too high, and so I am asking for a
fiat rate for the metropolitan and country
supplies, which I &ei sure could be provided
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.for little more than is. 9il, per 1,000 gallons
of .water sold. I shall leave the question at
that, appealing to the Minister, who favours
deeentralisation, to show the people that he
is consistent in his actions, so that they in
turn may he able to say, "The Country
Party is definitely in favour of decentralis-
ation and in this way is proving it."

On motion by the Minister for Water
Supply, debate adjourned.

MOTION-NATIVE ArrAlna
ADMINISTRATION.

To Inquire by*Select Committee.

HON. A. A. K. QOVERLEY (Kimber-
lcy) [8.591: 1 move-

That a Select Committee be appointed -to in-
quire into the administration of the Native
Affatirs Department.

I imagine that most members of this Chain-
her, like myself, read with great interest
the statement made on the 21st; June last
by the Minister controlling the Native Affairs
IDepartment. However, it was not that state-
ment which aroused my curiosity so much
as to make me suggest that we should have
smome inquiry' into the affairs of the depart-
ment, the Press statement of the 22nd
June giving a list of appointments referred
to by the Minister. I assure members that
I bring this motion forwvard first with a
full sense of my responsibility to Parlia-
ment, secondly to the taxpayers of this
State, and-thirdly to the interests of the
natives themselves. I also assure members
that this is not a political fishing expedition.
I have some serious charges to make, and
what I will have to say I hope will prove
of interest to the members and supporters
of the Government, particularly Country
Party members. I am making a genuine
attempt to straighten up some matters wvhich
ini my opinion warrant investigation.

I think -nll members read of the new ap-
pointments to the department and will rea-
lise their importance. There were eight men-
tioned in the Press, five being gentlemen
who have little or no knowledge of this
State or of the native problems with which
they will have to deal. My opinion is that
these positions should have been filed by
Western Australians either within or with-
out the Public Service. We have many men
oif ability, with local knowledge, who could
fill those positions equally as well as or
better than the gentlemen now filling them
arnd who were imported to the State for the

purpose. The situation would be bad enough
if Western Australians were so dull that
they could not fill the positions. There are
many men known to members of this Cham-
ber wvho could fill them with justice to the
natives, integrity to themselves and honour
to the State.

My desire is that the committee, if ap-
pointed, should investigate three retirements
and resignations from the Native Affairs
Department. The first is the resignation of
the manager of the Muanja Native Station,
Mr. Smith, who was retrenched as a surplus
officer. The Minister, or the department-
I do not question their wisdom, nor do I
criticise the policy-handed over this station
to the control of a mission. There was an-
other position to which it was proposed to
appoint Mr. Smith at the time Munja
Station was vacated, but that post has also
disappeared, which brings us to the point
of his retirement as a surplus officer. I
feel positive that if the committee is apn
pointed it will be proved that 'Mr. Smith
was .quite capable of filling one of these
recent offices,, indeed, more capable than
any other officer in the department.

The Minister for Native Affairs: He is
about to take a position in the department.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: As I said, I
am not on a political fishing expedition.
Mr. Stith was sele-ted for the position
which he held during my term of office as
Minister for Native Affairs. I assSLI2 mem-
bers that I as Minister had nothing to do
with Mr. Smith's selection. Tie was recom-
miended by the then Commissioner of Native
Affairs who, when making the recommenda-
tion to the Public Service Commissioner,
said he thought Mfr. Smith was the out-
standing candidate. What clinched his
opinion was a reference given to Mr. Smith
by Air. A. F. Watts, AL.L.A., Kittanning,
who is the present Deputy Premier. Having
a gre at respect for the judgment of the
Leader of the Opposition at that time, Mr.
Watts, I readily agreed to the appointment.
During his term of office Mr. Smith did an
exceptionally R ood job from the point of
view of the natives.

In my view, the Minister or the Public
Service Commissioner, whoever was respon-
sible for this retirement, was misled either
deliberately or unintentionally by the Com-
missioner of Native Affairs, who seemed
somewhat anxious to dismiss Mr. Smith. I
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asked the Minister whether he would boe
prepared to lay certain papers on the Table
of the House and he was good enough to
inform me that they would be mad 'e avail-
able for my perusal at his office. I find
on Iho file that the Public Service Corn-
missioner was given the following minutez,-

It was originally intended, I understand,
that Mr. Smith was to take over the mianage- -

ment of TUdialla Native Station, which was
nevr- fully developed as such, but with tie
definite closure of this station during my re-
cent visit to the North, the position therefore
no longer exists. It is most unlikely, so far
as I am concerned, that this department wvill
again undertake pastoral and/or agricultural
ventures as ia the past, for obvious reasons,
and ceroforc Mr. Smith's services as at station
innntgar are not likely to be required any fur-
tlier.
That is a point which members might keep
in mind. The committee should find out
what those obvious reasons are. There was
another officer, Mr. Martin, who resigned.
He was a travelling inspector stationed at
(l'eraldton. 'Mr. 'Martin's was not a politi-
cal appointment. A panel of three was
chos,2n to make a selection and Mr. Martin
was picked from about 68 applicants. The

r ouse therefore has that assurance that
MIr. 'Martin was a man of ability arid
character and one able to fill the position
adequately. My own personal 8pinion is
that he was one oS the be'st officers the de-
partmenit hand. He is a qualified account-
ant of many years", experience, sober and
reliable, and fitted for the position in
in every way. This officer resigned from.
the department; and we will probably be
told by the Minister that he did so to better
his zonditions outside. But if this Select
Committee is appointed, the Minister will
be sadly disillusioned, because this officer
did not voluntarily retire. He -was har-
assed by the administration, so much so.
that he handed in his resignation and
undertook private employment. He was ap-
pointed to the department in the first place
in February, 1947.

As members know, all Government posi-
tions are temporary for six: months. M1r.
Martin stayed with the department until he
handed in his resignation 6n the 4th March,.
1949, when he was still a temporary officer.
At the expiration of each six months he was
shuffled to another six months' temporary.
emp~oyment. He was a travelling inspector
on the Murchison, but the latter portion of
his service was performed at the Moore

River Native Settlement. He was placed
there for the convenience of the depart-
ment and carried out his lob honourably
and well. Eventually he was replaced by
one of these officers who are supposed to
have some special qualifications, and who,
when he took charge, kept Mr. Mlartin
hanging about. The hand-over went on so
long that Mr. Martin had other duties to
attend to before it -was completed. I am
given to understand, and I believe, that the
hand-over was practically ready to take
place; but the gentleman in charge refused
to sign the document because he wanted
some new system introduced. Mr. Martin
duly left Moore River to attend some court
cases in the Mloora and Gcraldton area and
while he was away he received what I call.
an insulting wire from the Commissioner
of 'Native Affairs which read as follows:-

Visited 'Moore Fiver yesterday. Hand-over
not completed is instructed my telegram
twenty-fifth. Under regulation 12 Audit Act
you are responsible for serious shortages of
tools, etc., and unless you return Moore River
at own expense complete-hand-over matter will
he reported to the Auditor General. Treat as
urgent.

I want a Select Committee to inquire into
this matter and to go through all the corre-
spondence to find out where this harassing-
took place. 'I am being as brief as possible,
but I think I am giving members food for
thought, and indicating that thema are ac-
tions taking place that are not justified. If
a Select Committee is appointed, as I hope
it will be, all the evidence leading up to
this harassing of Mr. M1artin and his re-
signation will be brought out.

There is a third officer Lo whomi I wish
to refer-a Mr. Connors. He had threeL
years' service with the department, and was
in charge of the Port Hedland native hospi-
tal. The time arrived when, to solve n prob-
lem, the Minister gave it away. I refer to.
the native hospital in the North. He gave
away the native hospitals to the Medical
and Health Department. I criticised that
action when speaking on the Estimates on
a previous occasion and do not intend to
repeat myself now. A telegram was sent
to this officer to which I would have taken
exception had I received it, and it is one
to which I think any other ordinary Aus-
tralian would object. The wire came from
the Commissioner of Native Affairs and
read as follows:-
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I wish to advise that from Pebruary first
'next the administration of the Port Hiedland
native hospital is being taken over by the Medi-
cal Department which includes the retention
of your services by that department. From that
date all t'orrespondence should be addressed to
the Under Secretary of the Medical and Health
D~epartment.

Mr. Connors replied to the effect that he
refused to be transferred to the Medical
and Health Department " Ias we do not go
with the fittings. " I think I would have
expressed the same opinion had I been in
his place: that I -was not being handed over
as part and parcel of the fittings. The Com-
missioner took exception to the wire sent,
by Mr. Connorsa and a controversy began.
The Commissioner sent a further wire as
follows:-

Your refusal of transfer to Medical and
Health Department will necessitate termination
joint position with the department as with
transfer of all native hospitals, no other posi-
tion available.

I do not complain about that. I do not be-
lieve that the Commissioner does wrong if
he thinks that such a wire is cheeky. I do
not think it was, but he evidently thought
so; and if he had no other vacancies in that
line of business he was entitled to accept the
resignation. What I take exception to is
that Mr. Connors has made at least four
applications for other jobs in the depart-
menit, and on each occasion has been refused
and others have been brought in to take up
these important positions. I am positive
that there is not one of the positions that
could not have been held by Mr. Connors,
He is a very brig-ht young man, a returned
sioldier and a married man with all the quali-
filations necessary, but he has been over-
looked in favour of importations of this
4dP.-crph on.

Those are three officers of the department
who, to put it in my languageC, have had the
skids put under them. Any one of the three
oif' them could have filled any of the posi-
tions that fell vacant and would have done
quite a good job; and I think that an in-
quiry by a Select Committee would confirm
that. The whole trouble goes further than
that. The fact that these positions have been
filled by people other than Western Austra-
lians is creating dissension in the depart-
ment because no opportunity has been left
for the promotion of the younger officers.
I said I considered skids had been put under

these gentlemen; and there is certain evi-
dence on the files, which can be inspected
by any member, that there has been some
semblance of victimisation, In connection
with the controversy over the transfer of
Mr. Connors, there is one minute on the
file from the Commissioner of Native Affairs
reading-

If Mr. Connors was an applicant for a posi-
tion of district inspector the transfer would
not affect his chances although his reaction to
an official instruction might do so.

I have mentioned that Mr. Connors has
made application for four positions and that
he (vas refused on every occasion, I do not
think there is any need to develop an argu-
mnent to indicate to members what is behind
the overlooking of these officers. What is
more, in a letter written to Mr. Connori,
due to the controversy between the Depart-
ment of Native Affairs and the 'Medical and
Health Department, I find that the Com-
missioner of Native Affairs is not beyond
writing what might be termed cheeky let-
ters3. On one occasion he wrote to Mr. Con-
nors in this strain-

Rela tire to Dr. Saint 's interference on Con-.
nors' behalf, such action can, whilst I am in
control of this department, only react in a
manner detrimental to the best interests of
either department and to yourself, since I have
no intention of submitting passively to unin-
formed, insulting questioning of my adminis-
tration by such an unqualified person as Dr.
Saint, whose lack of administrative ability is
matched only by his lack of good manners.

It is not only members of the staff that
write cheeky letters. The files will disclose
that Mr. Connors and other officers who hai'e
been retrenched or retired also knew of the
positions that were to be created reasonably
sooni. But we find that a man of Mr. Smith's
calibre is retrenehed as a surplus officer
wiithout any thought of his filling one of
these positions. A Select Committee would
prove there were at least four positions in
the Department of Native Affairs that Mr.
Smith wvas comtpetent to fill at the time of
his dismissal. I also want to say that in
my opinion Mr. Smith was not a surplus
officer when he retired. Under his agree-
ment, he wats appointed manager of the
Munja Station with the option of taking
op Udialla when it was developed. Owing
to the war, lidialla was not developed. Mr.
Smith was retired on the 24th February,
1949. There was no Government decision
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on the files for the handing over of Munja
until the 10th March, 1949. 1 am not a
legal man, and I am not going to argue
with the Minister for Native Affairs on the
p~oint, but I am of the opinion that 21r.
Smith has a legal case against the Govern-
ment for wrongful dismissal, as Udialla haa
not, as f ar as I knowI yet received the
Government's sanction for discontr-ol.

Mr. Marshall: We have a case against
±he Government for many wrongful actions.

Hon. A. A. M. COVERLEY: I hive no
more to say except I am positive that if
there is any fairness and justice in the Gov-
ernment it will support my motion for a
Select Committee to inquire into the th~ee
eCASES I have just outlined. I have no doubt
that it will support me in what I next de-
sire to bring 'forward, and that is that I
want a Select Committee appointed to in-
quire into, firstly, the closure of Udialla
Station; and, secondly, into the sale of the
stock on the property. In my opinion, tais
is one of the worst features that has oc-
curied in Government business since I have
been in Parliament.

Bon. J. B. Sleeman: Was the sale a gift?

lion. A. A. M. COVERLEY: It was more
than. a gift. I would like to explain to
nienbers-they have to make a decision on
this important question, independent of
what the Government desires-that Udialla
was* purchased, by the Wise Government for
the purpose of creating a native settlement
in the Kimberleys, where there was only one
native settlement to which problem natives
could be sent, and that was Moola Bulls.
There are members here who appreciate the
file cy of Moore River, where all the prob-
lem natives as well as some of the better-
clasp natives are together in the one settle-
2nem;. The Rimberloys have the samne prob-
lem. It will be known to members that vai-
ous missions throughout the North-West very
often say to the Government, "We have a
few problem natives that we want you to
take over because we cannot handle them.
'We wvant you to place them in an institution
for p)roblem natives." Nearly all such Tnt-

ives have been sent to Moola Bulla, with the
result that the better-class native through-
out the Kimberley district has to be catered
for. After much thought by the previous
Commissioner of Native Affairs, Mr. Bray,
a selection was made.

After consideration of all the problems
which would probably arise, it was decided
that the first thing we required was an ade-
quate water supply. In the second place,
where there is a settlement with a large
population, we have to try to make it self-
supporting. After much consideration,
Udialla was selected because it qualified in
every respect for the purpose it was to
serve. Udiatia is one of the best spots in.
the Kim berleys, to my knowledge, for the
production of vegetables and tr-opical fruits
and, in addition, it is good country on which
to grow wheat. Udialla was never selected
as a pastoral or grazing property. It was
to be a place where we could establish an
institution consisting of dormitories for boys
and girls; and where their education could
be attended to, and domestic training pro-
vided for the girls and manual training for
the boys. The idea was that the girls could
be educated in the way of making pickles,
sauces and jams; and the boys, after school
hours, could be taught shearing, fencing,
wool-pressing and all that goes to make a
good lad for the sheep industry of West
Kimberley.

The matter was given every consideration
it was not a hasty thought by somltone who
knew nothing about the position. So it
went on until, the new Commissioner of
Native Affairs from New Guinea was ap-
pointed. He took a hurried trip to Kim-
barley-I think it was a matter of only a
Lew days or a week-and on his return to
Perth he put uip a minute to the Minister
that the place should be closed, and it was.
It is closed down now. The report he placed
before the Mfinister was, in my opinion, re-
ceived in a hurry from those who desired
to have the native settlement closed. I am
positivd that the truth was not told, and that
he (lid not try to ascertain the truth. There-
fore lie misled the Minister badly. He put
false information before the Minister. That
could be borne out by a Select Committee of
inquiry.

The Minister for Native Affairs. I do not
think that is justified.

Hon. A. A, 31. COVERLEY: I repeat
that the information put on the file was
false and I will guarantee that a Select
Committe of inquiry will prove my state-
ment correct. I will quote some figures sup-
Plied by the Minister, to prove that the in-
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formation on the file is incorrect. There is
a minute warning the Minister that the mem-
her for the district might ask political ques-
tions with regard to this matter. I do not
know why that note is there, but it does
ap~pear, and it is the only warning note that
I noticed in the correspondence that I read
on the subject. Certain information was
given to the Minister, together with some
reasons for closing Udialla down, but I will
not disclose those details at the moment. The
majority of the natives there were bush
natives and not working natives. They have
been transferred to La Orange Bay. I asked
the Minister how many natives were trans-
ferred to La Grange Bay and the reply was
101, including children and natives that had
left employment on stations to live at
tdialla.

If a Select Committee is appointed I am
positive it will be proved that not more than
nine working natives were returned to
stations-not more than nine out of the 101
that were at, I'dialla. During the relevant
period the doctor who attended the native
hospital at Derby used to send station
natives, when they were fit for discharge
from hospital, to t~dialla for the period of
eonvale.cgnce. Therefore some of the native;
were at TJ'dialla under doctor's orders. I do
not think any member wvill accuse me of
making up my story, and a Select Commit-
tee will prove it to be correct. With only
some days' or a week's knowledge of the
Kimberleys the present Commissioner of
Native Affairs advised the Mlinister to close
this station down and the Minister did so,
without consulting the Premier, who knows
much more about the Kimberleys and who
might bare been able to gik'e him some really
useful information.

I do not think the Minister should have
accepted the information and advice of the
Commissioner of Native Affairs on a serious
problem such as this, without further in-
veAtigation. I am suspicious that the obvious
reason behind it all was to get rid of Smith.
That is my opinion and I am sure that if
there is a Select Committee of inquiry
my suspicions will he proved correct.
In closing down Udialla the stock -and
sheep were disposed of. The sale con-
sisted of 1,090 sheep. The report to
the Premier or the Under Treasurer
and those that had to agree to the sell-
ing of the sheep said nothing about selllng

them by auction, or sale by tender, which
I understand is the usual procedure when
the Government sells anything. I know of
no other occasion when the Government has
sold Crown property in this -way, except in
the case of wool or goods of that description.

A Select Committee will surely require a
solid answer before being satisfied that these
sheep sbould have been sold without tenders
being called. In reply to my questions the
Mfinister said that 1,090 sheep were sold.
I also-asked how many unmarked lambs were
disposed of in the sale, and the reply was
916. I believe that qn hi7, hurried visit to
the area the present Commissioner of Native
Affairs hatd a conversation with a certain
pastoral company in the Kimberley;. I do
not know whether they told him be should
sell the sheep or whether he told them he
should, but I hope to ffihd that out. From
the correspondence I find that the Minister
or the Under Treasurer was advised that on
account of the very dry season and the
erosion that was taking place at TUdialla, the
sheep were dying, and that if they were n A
sold in a hurry they would all soon be dead.

I wish to confirm 'how much erosion war
taking place, how dry the country was and
how the sheep were dying. In the flist place,
it apparently never occurred to those who
were told that story that the next-door neigh-
hour would not want to buy the cheep if the
country were qo dry that they were all !hing.
Surely someon9 should have thought to in-
quire into that. Evidently the Commissioner
of Native Affairs received permission from
the Under Treasurer to sell the sheep before
they all died. There is a letter dated
the 24th November, 1948, and reading as
follows: -

If At any time your department decided to
dispose of the sheep at ITdialla, we would be
glad of the opportunity to put in a price for
the same.

That letter was forwarded shortly after the
visit of the Commissioner of Native Affairs
to the Kimberleys. I do not think them can
be any argument that, if there was not
collusion, there was at least a conversation
on this subject, bccause this letter followed
him back to the city. On the 8th December,
1948, a wire was sent to the owner of the
Mt. Anderson pastoral property in these
terms-

Your letter 28th November referring stock
submjt offer.
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7ha~t 'was signed by the Commissioner of
Native Affairs. The file also discloses that
the Under Treasurer was contacted by.
phcne and recommended the "acceptance of
the above offer." On the 13th December,
1948, a wire was sent. from the Mt. Ander-
son Pastoral Company to the Commissioner
of Native Affairs as follows:-

Submit price 1.5s. per head small unmarked
lambs thrown in. Please advise earliest due
possible river running. (Signed) Rose.

The offer was accepted and a wire was sent,
also on the 13th December, 1948, as 1
lows:-

Rose, Mt, Anderson. Offer accepted. Take
delivery from and pay cheque to Bromby,
Udialla. (Signed) Middleton, Commissioner
Native Affairs.

A pedal wireless message was sent from
Mr. Bromby on the 18th December, 1948,
as follows:

Delivered to Mt. Anderson 1,090 sheep.
Cheque £817.
If members work that out they will
find that the £817 gives 15s. per head 'out
does not take the lambs into account. On
the 16th December Mr.. Bromby sent a :.et-
ter to the Commissioner of Native A-ffairs.
This letter is taken from the file and I have
never spok~en to Mr. Bromby about the mat-
ter. It stated-

I had quite recently repaired the large pad-dock at Udialln and spent some 10 days muster-
ing the sheep in preparation for the approchl-
ing wet season. The sheep were therefore
readily available for counting and handing
over to 'Mr. Rose.

These sheep that were sol for 15is. a head
returned £1,300 odd for wool last year.
Naturally they are a good class of sheep be-
cause the Government has been continualfly
sending up fresh rams each season. I am
told, and I believe, that when Mr. Rose took
charge of the sheep the first thing he did
was to draft them and put a large numbcr
of them into his own stud herd. Yet these
are sheep whichL he bought for 1fis. a head
in full wool.

-When it wvas known in Derby one pas-

toralist said: "What a shame. I would have
tendered 2 5s. a head for them-' The chap
he was talking to turned round and said,
'kYou would not have got them for 25s. a
head! I would have made a guess at 35s.
myself."1 And so the story goes on. I
'know those statements to be true and I

know also that when the manager of the pas-
toral company went to take delivery of the
sheep the man in charge of the property
offered him £1 a head, which was 5s. a head
more than the price for which they had
been purchased. He was not silly. He did
not have any country of his own but he
kuew full well that it was only two or threei
months until the shearing season began, and
he would have been able to make plenty of
money on them as well as sellink them for
more than 15s. a head after the shearing.
If members will stand for that class of
administration, then I do not want any of
them to rise in their seats, either now or.
in the future, and criticise what any Govern-
ment may do. If members wvill permit this
state of affairs to continue then I do not
think the taxpayers will be very pleased
about it.

The Minister for Native Affairs: I think
there is a vefy different version to that
story.

Ron. A. A. M%. COVERLEY: I felt quite
certain that the Minister would be one of
the last members to permit this kind of
thing to continue.

The 'Minister for Native Aiffaira: I should
think that I would be far too Scotch!I

Hon. A. H. Pan ton: The Minister dis-
appoints me if he is a Seotebman after that.

Hon. A. A. M. C OVERLEY: I stated that
I was of the opinion that the Minister had
been misled and had been given wrong in-
formation. He interjected, calling me to
order and saying that he did not agree with
me. I am satisfied now that he has enough
information to know that he has been mis-
led. I have plenty more ammun~ition that
I might have to use in reply to the debate
but I do not think members will allow this
kind of thing to be smothered up. A Select
Committee should be appointed because the.
facts I have given are true and can be veri-
fied from the files. I have spoken briefly
in reference to them and I am positive that
a Select Committee would unearth quite a
lot of other matters. However, I desire this
committee to be appointed to inquire into
the particular cases with which I have *lealt.
I am not after a general, political, fishing
'expedition, but I want this class of adminis-
tration to be stopped, and I do not want it
to continue in any Government in Western
Australia.
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On motion by the Minister for Native
Affairs, debate adjourned.

MOTION-NURSES EGISTRATION
ACT.

To Disallow Mothereraft Training Schools
Regulations.

HON. A. H. FANTON (Leedervillc)
',[9.461: 1 move-

That regulations 'Nos. 1, 2, 3, 0, 7, and para -
graph 8 of Appendix VIII, of new Part VI,
made tinder the Nurses Registration Act, 1921-
1948, published in the "Government Gazette''
on the 24th June, 1949, and laid upon the Table
of the House on the 30th June, 1949, be, and
atre hereby disallowed.

First of all I desire to inform members that
there is an organisation known as the
Nurses Registration Board, which is a re-
sponsible body under the Nurses Registra-
tion Act, 1921-1948,F The original Aet pro-
vided for the registration of certain nurses
and at that time there were not many
classes as the nurses were mostly to be
found in general hospitals. At that time
the Nurses Registration Board consisted of
five members, but later amendments were
made and a consolidating Bill was brought
down which altered completely the person-
nel of the board. The number was, increased
from five to nine and consisted of the Coin-
mnissioner of Public Health, who was a mem-
ber en-officio and chairman, the Inspector
General of the Insane who was er-officio,
two medical practitioners who were nomi-
nated by the B.M.A., two senior registered
nurses from the staff of a nurses training
school, one general trained nurse, one men-
tal niurse, and one midwifery nurse. .

Those regulations provided the method of
electing the various nurses fron} the, general
nursing staff-midwifery and others. That
board of nine was responsible for quite a
number of things under the Nurses Regis-
tration Act and for the training of nurses
in the various categories. For instance, the
board had to approve of suitable institu-
tions for the training of nurses. Mr.
Speaker, you will agree that to train a
nurse it is essential to have a proper train-
ing school, which is usually a hospital with
a sufficient number of beds, as well as such
things as theatres and so on, so that the
nurse may be properly trained. After these
amendments became law it was necessary
that training schools should be approved by

the Nurses Registration Board, which was
responsible for the systematic courses and
lectures by instructors and bad to approve
of the instructors as well.

The hoard also approved of the practical
instruction given and the people who gave
such practical instruction. For instance, in
a reasonably large hospital the nurses have
to be instructed not only by lectures, but
also by practical experience in the wards,
and the Nurses Registration ]Board had to
be satisfied that those girls in the wards
had sufficient knowledge to do the training.
It was responsible for the standard of edu-
cation of the trainee applicants. When a
young woman applies to be a trainee in a
hospital or in any of the nursing classes,
she has to answer a questionnaire, and one
of the most important questions is that re-
lating to her standard of education. The
board was also responsible for applicants
passing the necessary health standard. It
will be readily understood that nurses en-
tering a hospital are subject to all sorts of
diseases and it is necessary for them to have
a good health standard before they can
start.

The board, too, was responsible for con-
ducting examinations of trainees and the
granting of certificates to them when they
passed. Those are only a few of,-the things
for which the Nurses Registration Board,
composed of nine people, was responsible.
On the 10th February, 1947, regulations
were gazetted relating to the training of
general, children 's infant health, mental and
midwifery nurses in hospitals. Those regu-
lations were rather voluminous and covered
quite a number of pages and much material.
Those were the regulations that were tabled
in respect to the legislation passed at that
time. They provided for the representa-
tives of all those types of nurses to be
elected to the hoard and for the method of
election before the regulations were sent to
the Governor for his approval.

I know, Mr. Speaker, you warned us the
other evening about speaking on legislation-
that had been passed, but this was legisla-
tion passed at the hegihining of this sessi6n
and was an amendment to the Nurses Regis-
tration Hoard which introduced a provision
for the inclusion of a further set of nurses,
that is, mothereraft and tuberculosis nurses.
That Act was assented to on th6 21st Dec-
ember, 1948. The regulations were gazetted
on the 24th June of this year and were laid
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on 'he Table of the House on the 30th June.
Those regulations were headed, "Nurses
Registration Act, 1921-194. " I emphasise
that. because my aim in moving the disallow-
ance of these regulations is that up to the
tiue they were tabled, all those things that
I have mentioned were the responsibility of
the Nurses Registration Board.

Early in this session another Bill was
introduced by the Minister for Health pro-
viding for the inclusion of two mare classes
of nurses;- mothereraft and tubercular
nurses. Those of the latter type were to train
at Wooroloo for two years to enable them to
become proficient in dealing with that par-
ticular disease alone. These two types of
nurses were included and, an amendment
accordingly made to the Nurses Registra-
tion Act. That being so, I contend that these
regulations--and I think every member who
knows anything about regulations will ad-
mit this--are expected at least to conform
to the Act to which they relate. In other
words, no-one expects an Act of Parliament
to be passed and then for some department
to make a set of regulations that are not
within the four corners of that Act, other-
wise a great deal of trouble would quicly
arise. Consequently one would have expected
that the regulations under the Act passed
earlier this session and laid og the Table
would have conformed to the Act and be-
come part and parcel of it. However, in-
stead of that we find that these regulations,
of which I am now complaining, vest allI
these matters that should be sent to the
Nurses Registration Board, in the Commis-
sioner of Public Health.

For some unknown reason these regula-
tions make the Commissioner of Public
Ifraith a dictator over these two particular
classes of nurses, whereas every other class
comes under the jurisdiction of the Nurses
Registration Board and T will admit we
amended the Nurses Registration Act for
that to be done. We find that the first regu-
lation provides for the establishment of an
inititution for the training of mothercraft
nurses. That has to ohtain the approval of
the Commissioner of Public Health, but
every other institution has to be approved
by the Nurses Registration Board. Techni-
cally, that may be correct because the Com-
missioner of 'Public Health is mentioned in
Subelause (1) of Clause 1 of the schedule
to the Act. Why it was included I do not
know, but if these regulations are disallowed

I Propose to endeavour to amend the Act
to take it out. One part of the Act pro-
rides-

Has completed a, prescribed course of not
less than 15 months' training in inothereraft
at a mothereraft nurses' training school ap-
proved for the purpose by the Commissioner
of Public Health...
That is in the Act, I admit, but that is the
only occasion when the Commissioner of
Public Health is mentioned. The Act should
be amended because in no other ease has
the Commissioner of Public Health the right
to do that except as a member of the
board. Another amendment provides for
the ratio of nurses to be approved by the
Commissioner of Public Health. That is
also a matter for the Nurses Registration
Board. The educational standard relating
to these nurses has been changed. Previously
all the regulations provided for was a Jun-
ior Certificate or an eighth-standard pass in
a recognised school, but for some unknown
reason this is a provisiou for the holding
of a Junior Certificate or a. pass through
the seventh-standard. So evidently mother-
craft and tuberculosis nurses are required
to be of a lower standard than the other
nurses, according to the Commissioner of
Public Health.

My advice is that the Nurses Registra-
tion Board is very incensed at the lowering
of the educational standard, particularly as
it desires to maintain it as high as possjble.
In regard to the health standard, these regu-
lations Provide that the applicants shall
present approved medical certificates of per-
sonal health, including x-ray reports. It
has been customary-and I know some-
thing about this matter, having been a
member of the Perth Hospital Board
for a considerable time, and also a
Mipister for Health-that when girls
make application to become nurses, they are
sent to the Perth or Children's Hospital and
are medically examined and i-rayed at the
expense of the hospital, but under these
regulations they themselves have to supply
an approved medical certificate of personal
health including an x-ray report, and I pre-
sume that t 'hey will have to foot the bill.

This has always been the responsibility
of the Nurses Registration Board and the
hospital to which they are to be sent, and
the "present proposal is quite ia new
departure from the usual method. An-
other regulation deals with the whole
question of when and wtere examina-
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tie" are to he held. This matter, too, is
taken away from the Nurses Registration
Board and is placed in the hands of the
Commissioner of Public Health for deter-
mination. The regulation provides not only
where the examination is to be held but for
the curriculum and the examination papers
to be set, In the past the Nurses Registra-
tion Hoard has been responsible for that
work. The new regulations seek to set the
Commissioner of Public Health up as the
sole arbiter as to where and how these girls
shall he examined and by whom. When
they pass their various examinations, nurses
receive a certificate indicating the various
gradles they have passed in their profession,
and they are very proud of it because it
carries the name and stamp of the Nurses
Registration Board. The new regulations
provide that this will now be for the Com-
missioner of Public Health to do and not
for the Nurses Registration Board.

Then again, another regulation sets out
that the Commissioner of Public Health
shall notify a trainee if she is considered
unsuitable. It is not right that that. should
be provided for because the nurse, as a
trainee, comes under the 1935 award issued
by the Arbitration Court and under that
she becomes a student for the first six
months, At the end of that period, if her
services are still retained, she becomes a
trainee and is the responsibility of the
Arbitralion Court itself. Under the regu-
lation the Commissioner of Public Health
is placed in a position of. being able to
notify a girl that she is considered unsuit-
able for the nursing profession, whereas
only the Arbitration Court has that right.
As a matter of fact, trainees are in a
rather unique position because even the
matron cannot discharge them. She can
only growl at them, but if she desires to
get rid of any one of them, she has to make
a recommendation accordingly to the Arbi-
tration Court. Now the Commissioner of
Public Health is to be given the right to do
that.

Another remarkable provision embodied
in the new regulations deals with the annual
holidays that nurses, including trainees,
shall enjoy. The court in its award pro-
vided for a month's holiday per annum for
nurses and trainees, whereas under one of
the new regulations the holiday period is
fixed at three weeks or perhaps some lesser
period. I understand that at present the

Nurses' Union has applied to the Arbitra-
tion Court for all these classes of nurses to
be brought under the award. Here we have
a new regulation, the effect of which is to
override the Arbitration Court award. I
suggest, that in the circumstances, the Min-
ister for Health should withdraw the new
proposal. Obviously someone has made a
bad mistake. I do not know who is re-
sponsible for it, and I do not particularly
care.

I know that a mistake has been made in
the drafting of these new regulations. They
should have been thoroughly examined by
someone fully conversant with the pro-
visions of the Nurses Registration Act be-
fore they were presented to Parliament.
They have caused much comment and con-
siderable discontent amongst nurses who
believe-quite wrongly, I think-that a new
system is to be introduced under which they,
arc to be handed over to the tender mercy
of the' Commissioner of Public Health in-
stead of continuing under the Nurses Re-
gistration Board to which they have the right
to elect a representative. I suggest that thie
Minister withdraw the regulations and have
them re-draf ted s as to restore the Nuss
Registration Board to its proper position. I
also .think the Goverunment should give
further consideration to the amending legis-
lation that was passed earlier in the se-
sion so as to delete the reference to the
Commissioner of Public Health and restore
the right conferred upon him to the Nurses
Registration Board.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
debate adjourned.

BLLL,-LABD* SALES CONTROL ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

.Second Reading.

MR. REYNOLDS (Forrest) (10.8] in
moving the second reading said: Often
have I beard *m1iisters when introducing
Bills preface their remarks by sating that
the measure to be considered was short and
simple, and then they have proceeded to de-
liver an explanatory speech lasting for an
hour or more. In this instance the Bill I
am submitting is very short and easily
understood, if mecmbers are conversant with
the Statute of Frauds. When the land sales
control legislation was introduced last year,
I regarded the measure as a genuine at-
tempt by the Government to prevent black-
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marketing and to render justice to vendor
and vendee alike. Unfortunately that has
hot proved to be the position because, over
the last six or seven months, 17 or 18
people have approached me and asked if
I could do something regarding their parti-
cular eases. They stated that they had pur-
chased a property the Treasury -value of
which was, for the sake 'of argument,
£1I,700 or £1,800 whereas they had paid any-
thing up to £3,000 or more for a house. I
told them that evidently they were parties
to blackmarketing and, in the circuLm-
stances, I felt it was not a case for me to
deal with, but rather one to be referred to
solicitors.

Some days ago, I asked the Minister for
Lan -ds a number of questions regarding
blacktnnrketing operations, and he replied
that only about 5 per cent, of the land sales
taking place were blackmarket transactions.
I think he made a mistake and that there
should have been a "9" before the "15."2
I believe that that would have been nearer
the mark.

The M1inister for Lands: Had I said that,
T could not have proved it.

Mr. REYNOLDS: But the Minister has
a very shrewd idea and keeps his ear very
close to the ground. Anyhow, he need only
go down St. George 's- terrace to hear
people on all aides talking about black-
marketing.

The Mlinister for Lands: They talk about
ft, but wve cannot get the evidence.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I do not know whether
the Minister read the letter that appeared
in "The West Australian'" on the 23rd
Jane over the signature of Leonard W.
Seaton. It stated-

The existence of building controls in housing
coy tributes largely to the very large black mar-
ket in the sale of houses which is known to
everybody. People who are in need of a house
but do not qualify, according to the Commis-
sion 's standard, for a permit to build are fo rced
on to the black market ft acqnire a borne.

Mr. Seaton is a K.C. and, I helieve, a very
staunch and solid supporter of the Liberal
Party, and one would conclude that when
lie puts a statement in print, he has very
solid ground for it. However, I know that
he would not have to search far and wide to
get that information. The Minister knows
as well as I do that blaekmarketing is rife,

and, in my opinion, any self-respecting Gov-
ernment should do its utmost to prevent
these transactions.

The Minister for Lands: That it what we
are doing.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Then I considet the
Government is making a very poor fist of
it.

The "Minister Jr Lands: You are entitled
to your opinion.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Under the Act, fraud
is possible. On the Government side, there
are several solicitors, and some of them, no
doubt, have the ability to close up all the
loopholes in the existing statute. The Mini-
ister must know that since this legislation
was introduced, blackmarketung has more
than doubled. All members know perfectly
well what is going on. There are honest
men amongst the land and estate agents,
just as there are sharks, Shyloeks and
shysters. At first, many honest land and
estate agents refused to have dealings in
these land transactions, but gradually they
have been forced to handle these sales be-
cause they found they were losing a con-
siderable amount of business. This is the
unfortunate position 'that exists today.
Many solicitors, too, were placed in the in-
vidious position of having to choose be-
tween honesty and dishonesty. Let me quote
a paragraph in a recent issue of the "Daily
News''-

Solicitors Want Horne Controls Lifted.
Melbourne, Saturday: Members of the Coun-

cil of the Law Institute of Victoria waited on
Victoriani Chief Secretary Leggatt and asked
that all controls onl thc sales of houses and
lma be lifted.

Mr. Leggatt, who was acting for Attorney
General Oidham who. is in hospital, said tha~t
he would place the request before M,%r. Oldhami
who would decide whether he would take the
issue to Cabinet again.

Speakers urged that the controls should be
lifted on ethical and other grounds.

At present, tlhey said, about 90 per ceneC of
the sale,; were being made on the black market
and this was embarrassing to solicitors who
wanted to uphold the law.

They are honest and sensible.
Often solicitors had to reject business because

they were satisfied that black market tran sac-
tions were involved in some way.

If controls were lifted, the market would
soon find its proper level and values would be
more realistic. Old houses which were often
worth munch more tbmrn newv ones wvere now
being sold at pijcs far below their value be-
cause prices were pegged.
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Since that paragraph appeared, I believe
that Victoria has lifted controls. I have an-
other cutting, which should interest mem-
hers, as ifollowsn

House for £E2,900.
Melbourne, July 3: The second house to be

sold by auction in Melbourne since State con-
trols on property prices were lifted last week
sold for approximately double its former pegged
price on Saturday. The building, a six-romn
weatherboard house at Camberwell, was sold,
fully furnished, for £2,900 after £2,800 had
been bid at auction. Vacant possession will be
given. The land is 6fltf by l35ft. and the
pegged price of the property was estimated at
approximately £1,400.
I contend that if controls were lifted
that is whet would happen here, and this
state of affairs would probably continue
until such time as the shortage of housing
wais overcome, which, according to the fig-
ures given by the Minister the other night,
might be 15 or 20 years hence.

It is the duty of members to ensure, as
far as possible, that the laws we pass are
enforced, honoured and administered fairly
and squarely. At present, unfortunately,
the Land Sales Control Act is held up to
contempt, ridicule and scorn. The Treas-
UnY, as the Premier is probably aw-are, is
losing stamp dluty to the extent of £1 for
every £ 100 that the blackmarket price ex-
ceeds the Treasury valuation. Not only is
it losing stamp duty to this extent, but un-
fortunately the country is losing the tax on
commissions payable on the differenc' e be-
tween the Treasur-y price and the. price
ohtaincd tinder blackmarkcting condition.

Thiq Bill represents a sincere and honest
attemu Tt to prevent blncktmarketintg. I
would be opposed on econoict gronds to
the lifting of control-, it should be retained
on land sales and farming properties.
Otherwise, prices would increase- immensely,
and probably in another three years most of
ony present fairmers would hi' able to quit
their wroperties at tremendously high prices
and the poor, unfortunate incomerei would
be saddled with the high cost of the land
and possibly with reduced prices for their
commodities. Then we would reach the
stage where we were during the depression
period and the Government would be forced
to step in and assist the farmers, as it did
then to the extent of millions of pounds,
while the people who took advantage of the
izh prices- and sold out would be living in

comfort. Section 10 of the parent Act is as
fellows:-

(1) Except ats provided by this Act, a per-
$On shall not, without the consent in writing
of the Controller-

(a) purchase any land;
(b) take an option for the purchase of any

land;
(c) take- any lease of land;
(d) take a transfer or assignment of any

lease of land; or
(e) otherwise acquire any land.

That section jgf clear and definite. We
know that the Controller must give his con-
sent in writing. Subsection (3) of the same
section provides--

An application for the consent of'9 the Con-
troller under this section shall be in writing.
The regulations may prescribe the form of
such application and the particulars and in.
formation to be set out therein, may require
that any statement miade in the application
Shall be rerified by statutory declaration, and
may prescribe the persons by whom any such
statutory declaration shall be made.
Clause 2 of the Bill seeks to amend Sectionr
16 of the parent Act. It provides-

Section ten of the principal Act is amended
by the insertion after Subsection (15) of new
subsections as follows:-

(16) Whether made before or after the pass-
ing of this Act-

(a) any advertisement published in any
newvspa'per or other printed or written form:

Mr. SPEAKER: The bon. member should
not read a clause on the second reading.

The 'Minister for Lands: Just explain
what it means.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The clause is clear; it
definitely provides that the Statute of
Frauds shall not apply to lands subject to
control under the Ant. I uow quote from
llnlsbury's Laws of England, Vol. 7, page
361, paragraph 743-

The following contracts, in order to he en-
forceable, musit be evidenced by some nietmr-
anduin or note thereof in writing, signed by
the party to be charged or by saome person lw-
fully outhoriseil hr him to sign-(i) A con-
tract by an executor or adminstrator whereby
hep incurs; a personal liability to dischiarge a
dIrht or obligation of the testator or intestate:
(ii) a contract to become liable for the debt,
depfault, or miscarriage of another person; (iii)
p contract ma.de upon consideration of mar-
ringe; (iv) a contract relating to land!, tene-
ments or hereditaments, or any interest in or
concerning them;
Therefore, -one Of the requirements under
the parent *Act is that a contract for the
Hale of land must be in Writing. The quota-
tion continues

(v) A contract which is not to be performed
within one year from the making thereof.
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Hon. F. J. S. Wise, Can you give the
Minister some illustrations showing that
blaekmarketing does exist?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I shall certainly do so
before concluding. I think the Minister is
conversant with blackmarketing cases, but
does not want ine to stress them. As I said,
this Bill seeks to defeat the requirements of
the Statute of Frauds. At the present time,
tinder that statute any advertisement is
merely an offer to treat and cannot be made
binding, as I shall explain later. The Bill
would bring a simple contract within the
provisions of the parent Act, whereas under
the Statute of Frauds the contract must be
in writing.

The Minister for Lands: An advertise-
ment to sell is not legally binding?

Mr. REYNOLDS: No. Under the ]3ill
it will be binding, as I hope to explain to
the 'Minister.

The Minister for Lands: That would force
people to sell at the price fixed by the sub-
Treasury or by the panel?

Mr. REYNOLDS: Yes, whichever happens
to be the lower, the price offered by the
ver dor or the Treasury valuation. That is
the point. I have been at great pains to
extract -from Halsbury an explanation of
the forms of contract. I considered that
necessary so that members might have a
better understanding and appreciation of
the difference between a simple contract and
a written contract. In order to form or
constitute a contract two measures are neces-
saiy. There must be an offer and there
must be an acceptance. Halsbury states
that in order to constitute a contract there
MLst be an offer made by one person to
another person; and an acceptance of that
offer by the person to whom it was made.
Therefore, in an offer or proposal a person.
exiresses a willingness to enter into a con-
trEct on certain terms. That offer may he
express or may be implied from the conduct
of the party.

A mere statement of the person's, inten.'
lion or a declaration of his willingness to
enter into a negotiation is not an offer and
cannot be accepted so as to form a binding
contract. Thus an advertisement of a sale
by auction is not an offer binding the auc-'
tioneer to submit lots for sale and the same
applies to a land and estate agent. Nor,
does an intimation to an individual of the
lowest price at which goods will be sold

necessarily amount to an offer to sell the
goods at that price. An offer must be made
by a definite person but may he made to an
indefinite number of persons and its accept,
enee by any one of them creates a contract.
I mention this with a definite purpose in
view because it has a lot to do with this
Bill. Halsbury cotinunt-

An offer remains open, that is to say, it can
be accepted during the time (if any) expressly
or impliedly mentioned in the offer, or, if no
time is mentioned, during a reasonable time,
having regard to the ntature and circumkstances
of the offer, provided that it has not in the
meantime been revoked . . . The revocation
may not be made in the form *of an express
withdrawal of the offer. Also an offer made
in writing may be revoked by word of mouth
* . . Acceptance means the assent of the per-
son to whom an offer is made signified in the
qiode required by the terms of the offer. In
order to constitute acceptance, the acceptance
of the terms of an offer must -be absolute and
unqualified.

I will give an illustration of whiat I have
byeen speaking about. If Mr. Speaker or
any member should orally offer me his
motorcar or his mnotorboat for sale at £,300
and I accepted that offer and told him I
would give him the cash tomorrow, and the
following day when I offered the money he
refused 'to accept it, I would then have a
definite right of action at law even though
there be no written offer. On the other
hand,' should a person orally offer tue his
land for sale at a stated figure and I accept
that offer, and should he then refuse to carry
on with the contract, under the Statute of
Frauds, I would have no action at law.
That is the difference, between a simple con-
tract and at contract coming within. the pro-
visions of the Statute of Frauds.

I have explained to members the meaning
of the Statute of Frauds. There is some-
thing else it is necessary for mie to explain.
I think the Bill is quite self-explanatory;
and now that I have explained the differ-
ence between a Aimple contract or an oral
agreement and a written contract it must
he understandable to members. In regard
to part performance, which was the fifth
requirement of the Statute of Fraud , it
is provided-

Where an agreement distinctly shows upon
thle face of it that the parties contemplated
its4 performance to extend over a greater space
of time than one year, the ease is within the
S1tatute of Frauds; but where the contract is
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such that the whole may possibly be performed
within a year, and there is no express stipula-
tion to the contrary, the statute does not apply.

For exam Q, agreements to pay a sum an-
nlually for ~Ve years and afterwards ani an-
nuity for life, for a partnership for three years,
to supply goods for a period longer than a
year, have been held to be within the statute.

A contract of service, or a contract to hire
a chattel, for a term of more than a year is
within the statute and must be in writing, and
so is a contract for a year's service to conm-
mence at a future day, with the exception that
a contract for a year's service to commence
on the day after the day on which the contract
is made is n~t within the statute, the reason
being that th' day of making the contract is
not reckoned. But a general hiring from year
to year is not within the statute; nor is a con-
tract of service for an indefinite period, deter-.
mineable by reasonable notice.

I have endeavoured to give members some
indication of the import of the Bill, because
I claim that if the Statute of Frauds does
not apply to land subject to control under
this Act then in the case of any land and
estate agent offering land for sale it be-
conies a simple contract, and it would be
inmpossible for him to get out of any con-
tract or any offer when he stated a price
for the sale of that property. I have also
said that the price which the vendor offers
or the valuation made by the Controller
under this Act, whichever happened to be
the lower, would be the one which would be
binding. If the Statute of Frauds did not
apply agents would not dare to dispose of
land: and under this Bill, as becoming an
instrument of fraud under that Act, ac-
cording to Snell's ''Principles of Equity,''
this was never intended, because as it stated
in that publication-

The Statute of Frauds, or now Section 40
of the lAw of Property Act, 1925, having been
pas4sed to prevent fraud, cannot be permitted to
be used as an engine of fraud, or to cover
fraud.

Unfortunately that is what this me asure is
doing. It is allowing fraud and graft to be
perpetrated, and I think it is the duty of
the Minister to accept this Bill because it
will prevent blackmarketing, which it is the
duty of thc'Oovernment and this Parlia-
mient to prevent. I will give some instances
of hlockmarketing . We consider solicitors,
do.-torg and judges should be amongst the
most honest people in our land.

Mr. Hoar: Why?

Mr. REYNOLDS: The solicitor is there
to ' dispense law. He understands the law
and the penalties which are imposed for
the breaking of the law. Judges are there
to dispense justice, to see that the laws are
not broken, and they should see that they
do not break them. But I believe that many
people are conversant with certain trans-
actions that have been taking place. I know
of a gentleman closely associated with the
judiciary wvho sold a property just recently.
I know the property and I know perfectly
Wvell that it was assessed by one valuer at
about £2,800. Subsequently the valuation
was increased to about £4,500. We are
aware that when the Act was introduced
it "as based on the valuations at February,
1942. A brick and tiled house was esti-
miated to cost £C70 a square; a brick and
iron house £65 a square; weatherboard and
tile £55 a square and weatherboard aad iron
£50 a square.

The Minister for Housing: I hope you
are very sure of your facts in this matter.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am very sure.

The Minister for Housiag: This is rather
a serious suggestion to make.

Mr. REYNOLDS: In February, 1942, the
valuations were based on those figures, plus
15 per cent, on 15 per cent, which gives 32Y/4
per cent. But I believe that on this occa-
sion the valuation was based on a figure of
about 50 per cent. I am very certain of that,
I do not make this statement lightly.

Mr. Bovell: Do you accuse a judge of
going on the black market?

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am saying that I
know, definitely that the basis was 50 per
cent, and not 321/4 per cent. I say there
should not be one law for the rich and aa-
other for the poor. I am here to do my
utmost to protect the poor and see that
justice is given to all, and not to a chosen
few. I make these statements and I say that
they are correct.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The bon. mem-
ber cannot reflect on judges or their duties.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I am saying that a
property was sold recently and instead of
the price being based on 32Y4 per cent, it
was based on 50 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: Was it approved
by the sub-Treasury?
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Mr. REYNOLDS: The Minister knows all
about his own department. He can check
what I have said, and he will find that it
is true in fact and in substance.

Mr. iBoVell: I am aret concerned with
what you have said. Are you accusing a
judge of this State?

Mr. REYNOLDS: Listen quietly to what
I say I I repeat that the valuation was based
on a higher percentage than it should have
been. Instead of being 32YL per cent., it was
50 per cent.

Mr. Bovell: You mentioned the judiciary.

Mr. REYNOLDS: Of course I did. I
think the measure will go a long way to-
wards preventing this sort of thing in the
future because the vendee will have certain
rights and protection under it.

The Minister for Lands: Was this a cane
of blackmarketing9 You said you would
give a few instances of blackmarketing.

Mr. REYNOLDS: It is for the Minister
to determine whether it was hlackmaxketing.
The figure was increased to 50 per cent. I
might also say that the property was sold
by E brother of the owner, and I believe the
final price paid was over £6,000-it was
about M6,300 or £6,500-but a certain amount
of furniture. was sold-probably £400 or
£500 worth.

The Minister for Housing: Did the sub-
Treasury approve the pricet

Mr. REYNOLDS: I believe the sub-
Treasury did approve the price at around
£4,000 to £4,500.

The Minister for Housing: The price soldI

Mr. REYNOLDS: The price sold.

The Minister for Lands: It was not a
blaekmarket case?

Mr. Hoar: He never said it was. He said
it was cooked!

The Minister for Lands: He was going
to tell us about some blacknmarket cases.

Mr. REYNOLDS: If during the last four
or five months members had looked in the
papers, they would have seen homes offered
for sale at around £3,500. I answered some
of those advertisements, and I have quite a
lot of tricks up my sleeve. Manry of those*
places were offered to me, and they wanted

me to pay them about £800 or £1,000 on the
black market. However,, there is a motion
on that subject to come foryard, and no
doubt a Select Committee will be appointed
as a result. Members will then have an
opportunity of learning that the statements
I make can be substantiated.

Mr. Bovell: In effect you are accusing land
sales officiais-Oovernment officials-of giv-
ing preferential treatment to certain selected
personsel

Mr. REYNOLDS: The law definitely
states that the basis should be 32/ per cent.
on the 1942 valuation.

Mr. Bovell: I have been trying to get your
point.

Mr. REYNOLDS: The sale I mentioned
was based on 60 per cent. I just flop this
little syllogism in the Minister's lap: I say
that the Government can or cannot devise
means to overcome blackmarketing. I also
say that it can, but it will not; or it cannot
devise a Hill to prevent blackmarketing. If
it cannot devise a Bill to prevent blackmar-
keting, then it should give up this sham and
pretence and throw off controls altogether
and let us have honesty and decency in land
sales- contracts.

The Minister for Lands: You. would sup-
port us if we threw off controls altogether.

Mr. REYNOLDS: No. I want to see this
Hill passed. If it does not suit the Minister,
he should allow one or other of the solici-
toys on his side of the House to introduce
a Bill which will prevent blackmarketing.

The Minister for Lands: I have not said
anything against the Bill.

Mr. REYNOLDS: I simply say that this
Bill is an honest and sincere attempt to pre-
vent blackmarketing. I hope the Minister
and all members will see it in that light and
pass it without much ado so- as to restore
honesty and decency in land sale trans-
actions. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Lands,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.48 p.m.
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